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VOICE
What are
your plans
this Super
Bowl
Sunday?

Toothless Judgment

Page 4
Hockey great Theo
Fleury is being investigated for his
alleged involvement
in an incident outside
an Ohio strip club
Sunday morning.
Fleury, who missed
the first 25 games of
the season due to an
after-care violation,
might face further
consequences,
including a sixmonth pay suspension, for getting
drunk and fighting
with the bouncers of
Ohio strip club, Pure
Platinum. Jim
Jenkins, Fleury’s
friend who was hired
by the Chicago
Blackhawks to
“spend every waking
moment with Fleury”
was not at Pure
Platinum at the time
of the altercation.

MLB

CAMPUS

■
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D-ING UP: Senior Kevin Mitchell plays defense against a Southern University player Wednesday night. The Broncs won the game 71-61.

Broncs topple Jaguars, improve to 5-16
UTPA erases ninegame losing streak
with 71-61 win

Pete Rose has indicated
that he is willing to
admit on betting on
baseball. The all-time hit
king, who should have
been a shoe-in for the
hall of fame, was banned
from the game for
allegedly betting against
the Cincinnati Reds
while being a playing
manager for the team.
Baseball Commissioner
Bud Selig has been considering a reinstatement
of Rose, which would
make him elligible for
Hall of Fame induction in
the year 2004.
For the past 13 years
Rose has denied ever
placing bets against his
team, but his recent
possible admission suggests otherwise.

By ED CHRNKO
The Pan American
The University of Texas-Pan
American men’s basketball team
broke a 9-game losing streak
Wednesday, putting away the
Southern University Jaguars for the
second time this season, 71-61, on
the strength of Lithuanian center
Tomas Sitnikovas’ season-high 21

points.
In addition to Sitnikovas’ 21points, three other Bronc players
scored in double-digits to help lead
UTPA to its first victory since Dec.
19, a 65-59 win over the same Jag
team. The team’s record improved
to 5-16 while Southern drops to 310.
The Broncs, playing only their
fifth home game of the season,
started off a little shaky for the first
four minutes of the game when the
Jaguar defense pressured UTPA into
running the shot clock dangerously
low on several possessions.
Southern took a 16-10 lead with

11:22 to play in the first half, but
the Broncs slowly chipped away at
the Jag lead. Derrick East hit a
three-pointer with 7:27 left in the
half to give UTPA its first lead of
the game, 25-24.
The Broncs took a 10-point at 3828 lead with 1:54 left on a Delvis
Díaz field goal, his fourth of the
half. Díaz racked up a season-high
14 points and UTPA hit 80 percent
of 3-point attempts to overtake
Southern and go into the
intermission leading 39-32.
During halftime, the crowd was
charged up by the high-flying aerial
acrobatics of the High Impact slam-

dunk squad, whose colorful head-totoe uniforms would make Mexican
lucha libre wrestlers envious.
In the second half, the Jaguars
clawed their way back into the game
with 12:40 left to play when
Southern guard Victor Tarver made
1 of 2 free throws to bring the Jags
within one point, 49-48. But that’s
as close as they would get.
The Broncs outscored the Jags
18-4 in a nine-minute span to take a
commanding 67-53 lead with 3:45
to go. Sitnikovas led the Bronc
assault by scoring 10 of UTPA's 18
points during the run.

See HOOPS page 13
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THURSDAY
Men’s
basketball
Women’s
basketball
Men’s
tennis
Women’s
tennis

FRIDAY

SATURDAY
vs. TAMUCC
7 p.m.

at Ark-Little Rock
7 p.m

at TAMUCC
7 p.m.
Trinity 10 a.m.
at TAMU 1:30 p.m.
at Alcorn State
4:30 p.m.

at Lamar 8:30 a.m.
at Houston 3 p.m.

SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY
at Oral Roberts
7:05 p.m.

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY
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Tank relevance
is revelation

Blood Need

United Blood
Services needs your
help! A critical
shortage of blood
has led to an
emergency appeal
for donors.
UBS will be on
campus today until
5 p.m. in the
Library Lobby, and
Friday from 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m. in the
Student Union. Tshirts will be given
to all donors.
For more
information, page
Jennifer Lopez of
UBS at 971-2631.
■

Out of your
price range?
I

n the wake of
Rudolph Giuliani’s
visit to campus last
week, the complaints
about the high price of
admission to his speech
on Thursday have been
consistent.
The former New York
City mayor will soon
travel to Mexico City,
where his cleanup
abilities will be sorely
tested by that complex
city of 18 million people.
Here at the University
of Texas-Pan American,
the cleanup after his
exclusive address is
ongoing. Pan American
reporter Jennifer Tapia
discusses student access
to guest speakers in an
editorial on Page 2.

Local Invite

All students are
invited to attend a
Silver-Tongued
Orators Society
meeting Tuesday,
Jan. 28 at noon in
COAS room 177.
The Silver-Tongued
Orators Society
brings together
students who are
interested in
Communication
Studies.
This year’s
activities will
include guest
speakers, attending
conferences,
community service
activities, as well
as many other
events. For those
wanting to join the
Silver-Tongued
Orators Society,
$10 semester dues
will be due at this
meeting.
For more
information contact
Liz Parker at (956)
318-1356.

GOOD GAME
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MONEY SAVER— A thermal storage system under construction on Van Week
Road will make UTPA air-conditioning a cost-effective reality.

By HILDA BARRIENTES
The Pan American
Ever wonder what that big dome
on Van Week Road is, the one by
the Edinburg Baseball Stadium?
Well it is not a dome or a
building. But it will save the
university thousands of dollars per
year.
Because of the University of
Texas-Pan American’s fast
growing rate, the UTPA Central
Utility Plant looked for a new way
to increase air conditioning
capacity and came up with the
thermal storage system. And the
supposed dome, actually a storage
tank, makes it possible.
“Thermal storage is an old
technology, its been around for
years,” Engineering Services
Manager John Patton said. “But
it’s an appealing and cost effective
technology.”
According to Marvin Boland,

director of Facilities-Plant
Construction, the water in the
thermal storage tank, which is
chilled, will be piped around the
university to cool the campus.
Then it will come back to the
thermal storage tank to be chilled
at night by electricity driven
chillers so it can be ready to be
reused the next day. The process
will help ease electricity bills for
UTPA, which now has an
enrollment of 14,300.
“We will save an estimated
$135,000 a year on electric costs,”
Patton said, adding that even
though the thermal storage is great
at cost efficiency and cooling, it
has one major draw back. He said
thermal water tanks can look out
of place. Or like domes.
“The obstacle was that the tank
is going to stick out like a sore
thumb,” mechanical engineer
David Ortega said.
Boland was bothered with the

See TANK page 4
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With its Outstanding
Leadership Series, the
University of Texas-Pan
American Foundation plans
to bring outstanding leaders
to speak at the university.
However, the question is
not who the foundation plans to bring, but who
will be able to hear such leaders when they
make speeches at future events.
Last week, the UTPA Foundation was
fortunate enough to bring former New York
City Mayor Rudy Giuliani to the university.
While many university students were not able
to attend the event, many of the Valley’s
prestigious residents were. This seems like a
repeat of last year’s episode when Desert Storm
commander Norman Schwartzkopf visited the
university and few students got to see him. The
only difference this time was that students or
others interested in the event could attend, but
had to pay $600 per ticket.
According to the UTPA Foundation, money

raised from the series will help provide students
with scholarships. However, there are other
ways to raise money for scholarship funds
instead of overcharging for these events.
There must be a solution where students can
also benefit from a speaker’s address, without
paying a small fortune. Most students are not
asking for a five-star dinner, like with the
private Giuliani affair, but instead for an
opportunity to ask the speaker some questions
on current events. This usually has been
possible for the students at the University of
Texas-Austin. Feb. 12, UT students will have
the opportunity to hear former U.S. President
Bill Clinton speak, free of charge. Last fall,
noted philosopher Noam Chomsky spoke there
in front of a large crowd of students.
There are several procedures the UTPA
foundation could have taken to make it possible
for students to hear Giuliani speak. If the
university wanted to continue with the idea of
raising money for scholarships, the foundation
could have charged a small entrance fee. Six
hundred dollars is too much to pay for students
who frequently live on a tight budget. If the
foundation was unable to lower prices because

of the cost to bring Giuliani to the university,
then they could have offered a type of lottery
where students could have been chosen
randomly to attend the conference.
Whatever the case may be, it would be better
for the foundation and the student body if the
procedures used in the Outstanding Leadership
Series were revised. We are in a institution of
higher education, and with that privilege should
come the opportunity to hear such leaders
speak. For next year’s conference, the
foundation should consider students when
planning for the event.
Perhaps inviting several student groups or
classes would help students get involved in the
fundraising for the scholarship fund and help
foot the bill for bringing such outstanding
speakers to UTPA.
Such events can add prestige to the university
and in turn make UTPA a better place for future
students. But the students here today also
should have the right to learn from men like
Giuliani. Unfortunately, the only way for
students to learn from such speakers is to attend
the conferences themselves. And that costs
$600.

■ Parking Progress . . . 3
■ Fed Jobs . . . . . . . . . 4
■ LAC Move. . . . . . . . 6

NEWS

Nano-tech potentials detailed

By JENNIFER TAPIA
The Pan American
After the signing of a memorandum that
will promise to bring nanotechnology closer
to the border, engineering professors from the
University of Texas-Pan American say this
newly discovered revolution will modify a
diversity of fields.
Nanotechnology, the art of manipulating
materials on an atomic or molecular scale,
will bring changes to the medical,
environmental, and communication fields.
Karen Lozano, a professor of mechanical
engineering at UTPA, says it revolutionize
several areas of study.
“When we didn’t have electricity, we didn’t
think about phones, light, or computers,” said
Lozano, who received a prestigious research
award last year from UTPA. “Now when this
starts, we can expect much more.”
To take part in this revolution, the
professors plan to submit proposals to the
National Science Foundation to receive
funding for research in nanotechnology. If
their proposal is approved, Lozano says they
will also be able to use funds hire students to
work on proposed projects.
She noted that they have requested $15
million, which will be shared by five
campuses in the 15-school University of
Texas System. This will allow professors
from other universities to take part in the
research as well, and share information.
“About 25 professors in Austin have
participated in the proposal,” said Lozano.
“Right now I am the only one here [UTPA].”
With the help of Arturo Fuentes, a
professor of mechanical engineering at
UTPA, Lozano hopes that professors from

other departments in the university will
submit proposals to increase the amount of
funding the university will get. Fuentes says
it’s important for professors from other
departments to submit proposals because the
funding will be shared by the campuses in the
University of Texas System.
“They have to contact me, I am the faculty
coordinator,” said Fuentes. “The idea is to
sign another memorandum.”

“

Say you have
something like
cancer, the
medicine will go
straight to the
cancer instead of
traveling all over
the body .

- Karen Lozano,
Professor of mechanical engineering

“

January 23
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Such technology already has impacted the
medical industry, i.e. the recent discovery of
Drug Delivery, an application that will deliver
chemicals more effectively to certain parts of
the body, Lozano said.
“The nano particles are so small, they
won’t be detected by the antibodies in your
body,” said Lozano. “Say you have
something like cancer, the medicine will go
straight to the cancer instead of traveling all
over the body.”
If the university gets funding from the NSF

or the government, Fuentes hopes students
will assist them with the research. This will
allow students to gain experience in the area
and perhaps bolster an interest in
nanotechnology.
“We have no money behind us,” said
Fuentes. “There are no students that are
working, but there will be, and that’s the
idea.”
One student is already working toward that.
Jaime Taha, a graduate student in mechanical
engineering, currently assists Lozano in
nanotechnology research. He said he is doing
a dynamic mechanical analysis, which
employs the new microtechnology.
Since the signing of the memorandum,
Rodolfo Arevalo, provost/vice president for
Academic Affairs said this area of science
will not only impact the university, but it will
also benefit manufacturing plants in the area.
Such research will bring resources to
students, faculty and the community because
it will help them understand the basic
concepts of the nano-science and be better
able to use them.
“It’s important to promote nano-science
because of the great effect,” said Arevalo.
“Because of the number of manufacturing
plants in our area, it will benefit in the
improvement of production.”
Arevalo hopes that nanotechnology study
will bring universities, faculty and students
closer together. Such a union may bring
greater progress, and better engineering
research and development. The university has
made a distinct push toward getting more area
children, and Hispanics in general, interested
in these areas, and having the latest
technologies at the local university should
help this long-term plan to succeed.
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Bronc tennis season begins; Lady Broncs resume
Men’s team begins
season against
Trinity, Texas A&M
By BRIAN CARR
The Pan American
The Bronc 2003 spring tennis
schedule begins Saturday with a
pair of games at College Station,
against Trinity and Texas A&M
University.
Trinity, a Division III school in
San Antonio, will be the Broncs’
first opponent of the season, and
head coach Todd Chapman
expects the match will go in the
Broncs favor.
“Trinity is a top Division III
team, and they usually go on to
nationals,” Chapman said.
“They have a good program,
but we’re looking to win the
match.”
A&M, currently ranked 13th in
the nation, should present the
Broncs with much more
competition.
“A & M will definitely be a
tough match,” Chapman said.
“I’m happy to be able to play
against them... and hopefully

playing our first match against
Trinity will work out some of the
first-match jitters.”
Chapman, who is confident in
his team’s ability, has not yet
completed the rotation, but is
pretty certain who will play in the
top three spots.
“The top of the roster should be
Fillip Koziell, then Tom
Mangelschots, and then Matt
Gower playing in the third
position,” he said.
Last season the Broncs defeated
Trinity 6-1 but fell to the Aggies
0-7, in early season play. Last
spring the team was 10-8 in
spring matches.

Women’s tennis
The women’s tennis team,
which fell 7-0 to SMU in their
spring season opener, will travel
to Beaumont Friday to compete
against Alcorn State and Lamar
before completing a three-game,
two-day schedule at the
University of Houston.
The Lady Broncs, who had only
one singles competitor - freshman
Laura Boskovich - win more than
one match and no doubles
victories, spent the week working

on mistakes they made in their
opening match.
“We played good tennis against
SMU,” head coach Todd
Chapman said. “We missed some
easy shots against opponents who
don’t give away many
opportunities. So we spent the
week working on footwork and
finishing points.”
According to Chapman, both
Alcorn State and Lamar will be
much more even talent-wise, and
he anticipates good matchups.
Joining the team for this trip
will be junior Jessica Brown, who
missed the first match due to
conflicts with her school
schedule. Chapman hopes the
additional firepower will help his
squad’s chances.
“When you play three matches
in two days, you want as many
healthy players as you can have,”
Chapman said. “That way if
someone gets hurt or isn’t playing
well, you can make changes in the
lineup. I expect that Jessica will
add a lot of depth to the roster.”
Last spring the Lady Broncs
defeated Lamar 6-1, but lost to
Houston 7-0. They did not
compete against Alcorn St. in
2002.

Photos by Daniel Aguliar/The Pan American

PRACTICE: Junior Tom Mangelschots warms up during practice last week.

Baseball set to open season with weekend action
Opener against
Southwest Texas
State Feb. 1
By BRIAN CARR
The Pan American
The UTPA Bronc baseball
season will begin next weekend
with the Broncs hosting three
games at the Edinburg Baseball
Stadium. The season opener,
Saturday, Feb. 1 against
Southwest Texas State, will be
bookended by the completion of
the Edinburg 21st Annual AllAmerica City 10K Run/Walk and
a firework extravaganza which
will immediately follow the game.
For the Broncs, who had more
success at home than on the road
last season, Feb. 1’s opener
against the Bobcats will mark the
first of seven consecutive home
games to be played over the span
of four days in the beginning of
February.
New head coach Willie Gawlik
hopes to use these home games to
jump start the 2003 season. The
team has gone 27-78 the past two
seasons.
“The more games you have at
home the better the chances you
have of a good season,” Gawlik
said. “ It’s never that easy to win a
game on the road. If I had my way
we could play all of our games at
home.”
Last season the Bobcats and
Broncs opened with two games at
the Edinburg Baseball Stadium,
with SWT picking up both

victories.
Since Gawlik has taken over as
head coach he has implemented
some changes that might
strengthen the Broncs chances for
having a strong season.
“Last season we had no pitching
depth,” he said. “We still don’t
have the pitching depth that we
would like to have in the
roster, but we’re definitely
headed in that
direction.”
Gawlik, who is
used to having at
least 15
pitchers on his
roster, is
limited this
year to a
total of 10,
including
two
outfielders
who
double as
pitchers.
The team
earned run
average was
over 7.00 last
year
In the
offseason, Gawlik
and the Broncs
signed four pitchers to
their program, but only
one of those players,
freshman Jason Duhon, will be
eligible to appear on the 2003
roster.
Duhon is the only player of six
acquired since the 2002 season
ended who will participate this
year. But Gawlik is looking to

strengthen UTPA baseball over a
span of many years, and produce
long-term results.
“Any time you a have a
coaching change there is a change
of philosophy, strategy and
different terminology,” said
Gawlik, who replaces Reggie

Tredaway. “It takes time to get a
team to understand the different
ways a coach works and to learn
the new terminology, but so far
the team is doing an excellent job

of adapting.”
This easy adaptation might be
due to the fact that the Broncs are
an extremely young team this
year, with twice as many freshman
as seniors on the roster.
Gawlik hopes to transform his
squad into a quick team with
strong defense, with an offense
which relies mainly on “small
ball.” or base hits rather than
home run power.
“Barry Bonds wouldn’t
want to play [at Edinburg
Baseball Stadium],”
Gawlik said. “It’s a big
field that has a 17foot wall, and a
wind that blows
toward the infield.
Power hitting is
pretty much out,
so we try to rely
on great base hit
situations, and
make something
happen with it.”
Luckily, for the
Broncs, these same
conditions apply to
the teams who travel
to face UTPA at the
Edinburg Baseball
stadium.
Last season the Bobcats’
had three players who had
double-digit home-run figures,
and their team hit a combined 70
homers - the Broncs only put 16
over the fence.
Two of the Bobcats biggest
sluggers are returning for the 2003
season, however Mark Younk who was third in homers and
fourth in batting average -

graduated during the offseason.
The Broncs, who have a limited
number of returners, will have to
rely on their younger players to
step up their game - and their
combined batting average.
Last season the Broncs hit a
combined .259, a statistic coach
Gawlik isn’t entirely pleased with.
“We should have a lot more
guys batting .350,” he said. “ A lot
of our numbers last year weren’t
there, or they were misleading.”
One number that is not
misleading is the 10-13 home
record that the Broncs established
for themselves last season.
Although not an entirely strong
statistic, it will be a great
foundation to build upon assuming the Broncs can maintain
their strength at home.
Luckily for the Broncs the bulk
of their home schedule is in the
first half of the baseball season,
and hopefully UTPA can take
advantage of these home games to
quickly strengthen its record.
The second half of the season is
generally reserved for interconference competition. But the
Broncs,who do not belong to a
conference, will spend that portion
of the calender traveling to pick
up games.
Although Gawlik admits that
being in a conference would be
good for the team’s chances at
success, he also realizes that it
doesn’t take being in a conference
to be successful.
When Gawlik played for the
Broncs (1971) the school did not
belong to a conference, and this
team finished fourth in the nation.

Lucha
Libre!
sports

January 23, 2003
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Weekly wrestling event
provides entertainment
for local community

E

l Santo and Blue Demon are names
that may not sound familiar to
people, unless they grew up in the
Rio Grande Valley or in Mexico
watching Mexican wrestling. They are
characters from the interesting athletic
spectacle known as “Lucha Libre,” or
“freestyle fight” in English.
The truth about the beginnings of the
Lucha Libre is riddled with several
discrepancies, according to the Consejo
Mundial de Lucha Libre Web site.
The site, however, cites Sept. 21, 1933 as
the day the first official event took place in
the Mexico Arena, located in Mexico City.
Mexican wrestlers are known for their

By CELESTE TELLO
The Pan American

TAKE THIS!: Spawn and Spiderman duel in the main event.

flashy masks and outfits worn in the ring.
The masks used by the luchadores are hot
items and are sold in various markets in
Mexico as well as in the arenas hosting the
events.
Watching Lucha Libre on television is one
thing (and it is shown in the States on one
Mexican channel), but being there is a totally
different experience.
Mike Salinas, owner of Salinas
Promotions, has been bringing that
experience and part of Mexican culture to the
Valley for seven years now.
Last Sunday, Salinas Promotions presented
a Lucha Libre event, as it does every Sunday
at 1 p.m., at Ochoa's Flea Market in Mission.
The main event featured a tag-team battle
worthy of a Marvel comic book come-to-life,
when Spiderman and Dakota battled Spawn
and Black Venum. On that
afternoon evil had the upper hand, when
Spiderman and Dakota were pinned in the

third fall and the evildoers won the match, 21.
There were three undercard matches,
including the initial - and comical - amateur
bout between El Vampiro and Súper Rábit. A
professional and technically impressive
second match featuring El Mistico and Mano
Blanca against The Hockie and La Bestia,
and a mixed male/female tag-team match
that pitted Wendy and Al Cruz Jr. against
Shakira and Trébol de Oro.
Throughout the event the crowd heckled
the wrestlers, and between bouts children
overran the ring to interact with and mock
their heroes. The heckling alone is well
worth the price of admission.
As it is, the $6 in advance and $8 at the
door ticket prices are well within even a
cash-strapped college student’s budget.
The Lucha Libre talent presented in the
Valley spans the range from amateur to
professional. On this particular afternoon,

meet to set the standard for the entire
season.
“You use the first meet as a gauge of
how well an individual has improved from
last season, and see what shape they are
in compared to last year,” Vaughn said.
“It also allows you to see what goals you
have accomplished, and how you have
progressed form the beginning of the
year.”
Vaughn is also optimistic that his team
will accomplish its long-term goal of
sending athletes to the qualifying meets.
“This year’s schedule is much more
difficult due to the fact that our goal for
this season is to send many of our athletes
to the NCAA Outdoor Regional
Qualifying Meet,” Vaughn said. “It has
improved immensely over the past two
years and will slowly include larger
meets, allowing our team to improve. To
compete at the Outdoor Regional
Qualifying meet you have to challenge
yourself.
“We have to compete at larger meets
against larger schools in order to be
prepared for the qualifying meets,”
Vaughn said.
Assistant coach Marissa Robinson, who
is in charge of sprinters and hurdlers, also
has high expectations for her athletes, and
a great amount of confidence in her young
team.
“I expect good things form the entire
team,” Robinson said. “The first meet
allows us to see what we need to improve
on and work to correct. It also gives our

freshman a great chance to experience
their first collegiate meet.”
Robinson also believes that many of the
athletes will be able to advance to the
Indoor Championships, and the qualifying
outdoor meet.
“We have a lot of talent and potential to

the luchadores put on an amazing display of
aerial acrobatics and technical know-how
that would make “The Rock” take notice.
Salinas, whose father is a former luchador,
has brought several well-known wrestlers
such as Alebrije and Cuije from Triple A of
Mexico to square off against the Valley’s best
luchadores.
Salinas’ passion and love of the sport is
what initially prompted him to bring the
event to the Valley.
An average of 150 emotionally charged
fans pack the small makeshift arena at
Ochoa's.
By bringing top-notch talent to the area,
Salinas’ hope of creating a bigger following
for the sport may become a reality.
Lucha Libre, unlike it's United States
counterpart (for example, the World
Wrestling Foundation) goes beyond being
just a sport. It has a cult following and is part
of Mexican culture.

Track and field prepares for season opener
By JESSICA OLIVAREZ
The Pan American
The University of Houston Indoor Track
Meet marks the beginning of the UTPA
men and women’s track season. This
weekend’s meet is a huge stepping stone
for UTPA not only because it marks the
beginning of a new season, but because it
puts the team into a new pool of
competition.
The track team will make two stops at
some of the nation’s largest meets - the
Drake Relays in Des Moines, Iowa and
the Texas Relays in Austin. These meets
feature a variety of competition, plus Big
12 athletes.
At the Houston meet UTPA will go up
against University of Texas, Stephen F.
Austin, the University of Nevada-Las
Vegas, Rice University, Texas Christian
University and Southern Mississippi,
among others.
These big-name schools do not send
shudders down the spines of the members
of the track team, which saw its first-ever
all American, Westley Keating, emerge
last fall.
UTPA track and field head coach Ricky
Vaughn holds high expectations for his
entire team, and looks to the Houston

who are experiencing their first collegiate
track meet,” he said.
Two new women have entered the ranks
of the long distance teams, and Molnar
has a great deal of belief in their
potential.
“Katheryn Waslen and Kelly Martinez
are capable of doing extremely
well this season despite the fact
that this will be their first track
meet or race this season,”
You use the first meet
Molner said.
There are many new faces on
as a gauge of how well
the track team, along with the
an individual has
veterans, who may have what it
takes to make it to the
improved from last
qualifying meet.
On the women’s track team
season, and see what
watch out for sprinter Rowena
Hamlet, and hammer and
shape they are in...
weight thrower Amy Moses.
Long distance runner Patty
- Doug Molnar,
Villareal, who was the leader
Assistant Head Coach
during the 2002 Cross-Country
season, is expected to do well
this year, while newcomers Margeaux
do extremely well this season. Our team
McCarthy, Deanah Chavez, and Katheryn
is very excited and well-prepared for the
Waslen are also expected to perform well.
entire season,” Robinson said.
On the men side look out for sprinter
Assistant coach Doug Molnar, who is in
Rashaad Ben, high jumper Marlin Manley,
charge of the long distance runners and
and pole vaulter Jeff Martzell.
the cross country team, is excited about
All three coaches, along with
the grueling 2003 schedule. Despite the
their athletes, are anxious to see records
tough competition, Molnar believes the
be blown away.
season will prove worthwhile for both
Many of the athletes have worked hard
teams.
all year and are mentally prepared to
“We are embracing a new and exciting
season. We also have many young runners show what they are made of.

“

“

Men’s, women’s teams to
test mettle against tough
competition in Houston
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Museums are repositories of past

Photos and story by Ed Chrnko
COSTUMED CRUSADER: Venom taunts the crowd!
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For people looking to get a taste of
both sides of the Mexican-American
border, the Rio Grande Valley is an
ideal destination. Because of easy
access to border crossings, it has
become a flourishing tourist attraction.
Every year the Valley is flooded by
visitors from the North and from
Mexico. Many come to enjoy the
subtropical weather, South Padre Island
and to take advantage of the numerous
shopping hotspots. One thing they may
not be in search of is the enticing
history of the area itself.
The Valley is rich in history, and one
local museum, the Weslaco Bicultural
Museum will use the knowledge of one
local, Glen Housley, to animate the
Valley’s past.
Audrey Hazlett, acting museum
coordinator, emphasized the
importance of holding historical
programs like “Los Caminos Del RioRoads of the River,” which will be
presented on Jan. 25 for Valley natives
and winter visitors.
“These programs are extremely
important to help tell the Valley’s
history,” she said. “We have a lot of
Winter Texans who are curious about
how the Valley developed.”
History comes alive as Housley
presents his unique view of how the
area developed over the years. The
Valley’s history dates well back into
the 1700s, although most of the cities
on today’s map were incorporated after
1900, as the agricultural potential
spawned much growth.
“It’s an injustice to tell youngsters

all this stuff [history],” he said. “You
need to read it, understand it and make
up your own mind about it.”
Housley admits that his take on the
Valley’s history is one that he has come
to embrace after analyzing it and
coming to an understanding. He said
that he only tells the story through his
findings here in the RGV.
Despite his unique view on history,
he still believes it is necessary to tell
the tales of the pioneers of the Valley.
“There was no effort before to
expose youngsters to history, that’s
why we do this,” he said. “I’m not
saying it’s right or wrong, but this is
what we have found.”
In an effort to expose the younger
generations to the history of their
home, Housley and his wife put
together some of the first programs for
the museum designed to inform
children.
“The programs were started because
there was no traffic through the
museum,” he said. “So we decided to
open the museum on Saturdays and
have programs.”
Housley said that because he had
presented the idea of weekend
programs for children, he and his wife
had the opportunity to be speakers for
the presentations.
“Since it was our idea, and it was
difficult to do, we got to do it,” he
said.
The Weslaco Bicultural Museum is
not the only one that brings these
presentations to the public. The
Hidalgo County Historical Museum in
Edinburg is another venue offering a
fresh look at the local history.
“Nearly all our programs are related

Celeste Y. Tello/The Pan American

HISTORY LESSON — The Valley’s numerous museums offer glimpses of the area’s past.

to the area history,” said Jim McKone,
public information officer, and former
sports information director at the
University of Texas-Pan American.
The HCHM recently held a
“tamalada” where they taught visitors
how to make tamales, explaining why
the tamalada was significant to the
people of Mexico and how the event
made its way to the area. The UTPA
Mother-Daughter Program worked with
the museum to sponsor the event.
They are also planning one last event
before a six-month hiatus beginning on
Feb. 2, during which new exhibits will
be installed. The museum will host a
Pioneer and Ranching Crafts fair to

describe Valley ranching Feb. 1.
“The Pioneer and Ranching event
will display the unique Valley music,
food and almost unique ranching
techniques that were implemented in
the Valley,” said McKone. “We’re also
going to have ‘pan de campo’ and
‘fajitas’.”
These two museums are only a few
in a list that can be found in the Valley.
Other historical museums to look for in
the area are the Donna Hooks Fletcher
Museum, Historic Brownsville
Museum, Iwo Jima Memorial Museum,
McAllen International Museum, Rio
Grande Valley Museum and the Texas
Air Museum

New parking spaces should ease hassles
By AMELIA GARCIA
The Pan American
While parking one’s car may not be the
most enjoyable aspect of attending the
University of Texas-Pan American, school
parking officials have undertaken steps to
make the process less painstaking for students.
New student parking is available across
from what used to be the Jody Ramsey
Baseball Stadium on Van Week Road. Parking
lot T1 was opened this semester and offers 50
additional parking spaces for students with
parking permits.
According to Marvin Boland, director of
Physical Plant facilities planning and
construction, the parking was set up for the
Education Building complex that is under
construction, and is expected to be completed
by Fall 2004. Lot T1 is expected to become
reserved parking for faculty and staff in the
future, but more parking will be added for
students to compensate for the loss.
“When we get new buildings, new parking
spaces are needed nearby them,” Boland said.
“In the future, the current new parking will
change to reserved. We are not sure exactly
how it is going to be yet. The PD (University
Police department) decides what color we
paint the stripes.”
Meanwhile students are taking advantage of
the spaces. Griselda Arias, sophomore graphic
design major, uses lot T1 as her main parking
area.
“It’s (lot T1) closer to my science classes

Daniel Aguilar/The Pan American

LESS STRESS — Lot T1, on Van Week Road, has increased parking possibilities for students.

and parking is usually available here,” Arias
said. “Most of my classes are pretty close by
here and it has made things easier for me.”
Lot T1 has also been useful to Molly

Mancha, sophomore social work major, who
attends night classes. It has helped her avoid
parking in undesignated and unofficial UTPA
parking, where it it can be hazardous to park.

“I park here (lot T1) whenever I can find a
parking space,” Mancha said. “If not, then I
end up on the street where my car can get hit, I
can be mugged, or get a parking ticket. It has
helped me a lot, but we still need more parking
spaces and more lighting because when I get
out of class at (9 p.m.) it is very dark. This
parking lot doesn’t have lights at all.”
Eddie Morin, parking manager, suggests
students use parking lot P, located on the
southwest corner of Sugar Road. and Schunior
Street.
“There are about 370 spaces there, and
during the day there are about 200 spaces
available,” Morin said. “We encourage
students to use that lot. It is about a ten-minute
walk to campus, but in the long run it saves
you time. You don’t have to waste time
circling the busier parking lots and fighting
other cars.”
According to Morin, parking lot R was also
recently added to campus in late November
2002. It is located on Van Week north of where
the Jody Ramsey Baseball Stadium used to be
and provides students with 127 parking spaces
Also, night students have two advantages.
With student parking permits, after 5 p.m.
students can park in spaces with meters
without having to pay, and after 7 p.m.
students are allowed to park in reserved
parking spaces.
“We understand that we need more parking
spaces and the University is always looking to
see where we can make more parking lots,”
Morin said.
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What are your plans this
Super Bowl Sunday?

Carol Rocha
Anthropology
Freshman
I’m going to get together with my friends
to watch it.

Alfonso Perez
Economics
Freshman
My friend is coming down from Austin so
we will be watching it together.

Chris Bazaldu
Music
Freshman
We are going to have a family
gathering and watch the Super Bowl.

Annayancy Rodriguez
Education
Sophomore
I am not planning to watch it. I don’t
like football.

Federal job is in
offing this spring
justice majors who are either at the
sophomore or junior level, with basic
computer and word processing skills.
There is also a strong preference for
Students attending the University of
students who can speak, read, and write
Texas-Pan American now have the
Spanish, meaning that UTPA students
opportunity to obtain a government job
may have a leg up.
in the big time.
According to Servantes, this job will
Student Employment Services and the
help students gain employment
U.S. Department of Justice have joined
experience and learn more about the
together in a worldwide effort called “A
duties expected of a federal employee.
Call to Serve: Leaders in Education
“This is a temporary, part-time job that
Allied for Public Service.” Lourdes
Servantes, placement specialist of Career allows students to get a feel of what a
federal job is like,” said Servantes.
Placement Services, said this new
Barbara Salazar, investigative assistant
program was designed in an effort to
for the U.S. Department of Justice’s
promote federal jobs. In a time when the
Office of the Inspector General, said the
economy is struggling, this sort of effort
job’s main duty will be for students to
might be vital to giving students the
work with complaints made against
momentum to put their education to use.
government
There are going to
employees.
be openings in this
“We investigate
arena soon.
those who have been
“In a few years
In a few years
reported with
federal employees
federal
employees
misconduct,” said
will be retiring and
Salazar. “Then the
their jobs will be
will be retiring and
student is required
left vacant if we
their jobs will be left
to enter the
don’t encourage our
vacant if we don’t
complaint into our
students to apply
system.”
now,” said
encourage our
The application
Servantes.
students to apply now
process is extensive,
The program was
so interested
created to eliminate
- Lourdes Servantes
students must
misconceptions
Placement specialist
consider their
students may have
daily schedule.
regarding federal
Five lengthy
jobs, and debuted at UTPA last spring,
sections must be completed and the
augmenting regular government
application must be filled out in the
recruiting on campus which has been in
place for decades. Officials from Student student employment office. Applicants
bring with them an official college
Employment Services are seeking a way
to inform students about the various jobs transcript and a resume.
For those who are not interested in this
available and the numerous benefits that
come along with many of them. Not only particular job opening, Career Placement
does this program offer students insights Services will be hosting workshops and
on federal employment opportunities, but panel discussions regarding other federal
jobs. The workshops will feature
it also gives students a chance to obtain
speakers who hold federal positions.
information on how to successfully get
“Our workshops will have several
those jobs.
people from federal government jobs to
The current opening available to
explain to students about what they do,”
students is a clerical position with the
said Servantes.
U.S. Department of Justice. Students
For more information on this particular
who consider this employment
job opening or the federal job
opportunity must fulfill specific
workshops, contact UTPA’s Student
requirements before applying. The
Employment Services at 381-2283.
prerequisites are geared at criminal
By DULCE GONZALEZ
The Pan American

I am going to watch the Bucs kill the
Raiders.

continued from page 1

fact that it was going to be a big steel
tank out by itself. He envisioned the
water tank as part of the campus; he
wanted for it to be a meeting place for
students.
“I would like to see people say, ‘Hey I
will meet you at the tank,’” Boland said.
The UTPA Central Utility Plan team
took a bid for a concrete plant and said
that they were able to play with it
architecturally. The final appearance
developed as engineers tried to make it
look like a building, though technically it
is not.
“I put a nice water tank design to make
it more compatible with the campus,”
Boland said.
The tank, which is not expected to be
fully operational until the end of March

or early April, got an important grant
from the Economic Development
Administration. A key factor of the EDA’s
decision to award the grant was the
Regional Academic Health Center that is
being built on the university campus.
“The RAHC that’s presently being built
is a great boost to the economy. It is a
research facility,” Boland said. “We
were able to secure funding because of
the economic development that it brought
to Edinburg.”
Patton is looking forward to seeing the
water tank put into operation
“It’s a card in our hand when we sit
down at the table with our retail energy
providers,” Patton said, “This is a card
we bring to the table because thermal
storage affects a profile favorably.”

Sports
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Super Bowl
Bucs, Raiders meet this weekend in San Diego
for the annual tussle of conference champions
for NFL title

Page 13

XXXVII

By BRIAN CARR
The Pan American
Last weekend the nation
watched as Warren Sapp
and the Tampa Bay
Buccaneers shut down
Donovan McNabb and the
Philadelphia Eagles
offense to claim the NFC
title.
On the other side of the
NFL spectrum, fans saw
Rich Gannon and the
Oakland Raiders discect
the Tennessee Titan
defense, running several
slant routes, dismantling a
weak defensive line, and
pounding the ball on the
ground.
Though the Bucs’
defense is rated tops in the
league, it will be
intriguing to see if Sapp
and company can man-

“

TANK
Issac Trevino
Computer Science
Freshman
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continued from page 16

"They didn't really play tough defense,"
Sitnikovas said when asked about his
season-high scoring spree.
Senior guard Kevin Mitchell contributed
13 points and junior guard Prince
Thompson also added 10 to the Bronc
cause.
"We came out a little flat in the first
half, but picked it up in the second to get
the points we needed," said Mitchell, the
team’s leading scorer for the season.
"Tomas was hot tonight. You gotta take
all the water out of the well,” said
Mitchell.
"It was a great victory and hopefully we
can get on a roll," said sophomore guard

Eric Montalvo of La Joya.
The Broncs’ next game will be at Texas
A&M-Corpus Christi Saturday, Jan. 25 at
7 p.m. UTPA will be back home on
Saturday, Feb. 1 to face Indiana-PurdueFort Wayne at the Field House at 7:30 p.m.
NOTES: Last weekend, UTPA lost to
New Mexico State 64-50 at the Pan
American Center in Las Cruces, extending
their losing streak to nine games.
On the upside, Montalvo notched his
first double-double of the season in that
game.
Montalvo led the Broncs in scoring with
15 points while scrambling for 13
rebounds in the loss to the Aggies.

Reporters
needed.
The Pan American is looking for sports and arts
and entertainment reporters to audition this
semester for full-time and volunteer positions
throughout the spring and summer terms.
For more information, contact sports editor Brian
Carr or A&E editor Ashley Brooks at 381-2546.

handle the Raiders’
gigantic o-line the way
they have taken apart so
many of the NFL’s
offensive lines.
If the Bucs are to win
their first NFL title, their
secondary must keep up
with all the options the
Raiders have in a prolific
passing game.
One of the main
advantages the Bucs will
bring to the game is
hunger - there are no
Super Bowl winners on
the roster - but the Raiders
have many players with
not only the experience of
going to the big game, but
also winning the ring.
Final score: Raiders 35,
Bucs 24.

SPORTS CLIPBOARD
10K Run
The Edinburg 21st annual AllAmerica City 10k Run will take
place on Friday Feb. 1.
The run will start at 1 p.m. at
Freddy Gonzalez Elementary
School, and will finish inside the
Edinburg Baseball Stadium.
The entry fee for the event is five
dollars per person, and registration
may be done on line at
www.cl.edinburg.tx.us.
There will be many prizes awarded for the first 10 contestants to finish the race, including a grand prize
of $10,000.

Lady Broncs Fall
The Lady Broncs were defeated
Tuesday night by the Arkansas State
Lady Indians 68-59.
The loss puts the Lady Broncs at
2-15 for the season and is their second loss in as many games.
Casie Lowman led the Lady
Broncs with a career high 25 points,
but it was not enough as the Lady
Indians held on to a 15 point half-

time lead, despite being outscored
33-27 in the second half.
The Lady Broncs will play one
more road game at Arkansas-Little
Rock on Jan. 23 before returning to
the Field House on Jan. 25 to face
the TAMUCC Lady Islanders.

Gents no longer
independent
The Centenary Gents have left the
group of Division I independents,
which includes the UTPA Broncs.
The Gents accepted an invitation
to join the Mid-Continent conference.
The Broncs had at one time been
considered to be invited to the conference along with TAMU-CC, but
the consideration was later abandoned.
In the Broncs only meeting with
Centenary this season the Broncs
lost 94-89.
Other schools that belong to the
Mid-Continent conference are Oral
Roberts, Chicago State, and Western
Illinois.

January 23, 2003

THE PAN AMERICAN

Page 12

THE PAN AMERICAN

January 23, 2003

Paredes ministers
against math fear
By J. AARON LOZANO
The Pan American
A large poster stands bold, yet somewhat
comforting inside Dr. Miguel Paredes’ office in
the third floor of the math building.
It displays a quote by Albert Einstein, “Don’t
worry about your difficulties in math; I can
assure you that mine are still greater,”
appropriate for someone who has dedicated his
whole life to mastering and teaching
mathematics and economics.
“It seems to send a very clear message to
students that, contrary to popular opinion, very
intelligent people may have difficulties with
mathematics,” Paredes said. “It is also
interesting because it leaves the door open to
discussing what each individual will do about
those difficulties.”
In Chile as a high school student, Paredes
remembers holding small lectures and group
tutoring sessions for his friends whose difficulty
in the subject was brought on by a fear of the
subject itself.
“When I was young, I used to think a lot
about that fear. That’s one of the things that got
me really interested in mathematics,” Paredes
said, “It puzzled me that it was such a scary
item for so many people, and I thought that I
could probably do something about that.”
And he did. Paredes has since been involved
in a number of successful projects, published
articles, and programs that are dedicated to the
research and teachings of mathematics.
A few years and mathematical equations
following his small high school workshops, he
received his Bachelor’s in mathematics with a
teaching certification in 1971 from the
University of Chile. It was at the University of
Utah where he received his Masters of Science
in mathematics and his doctorate in the area of
mathematical economics.
In a more recent attempt to keep in touch with
those who still have problems in mathematics,
became involved with the creation of a math lab
in the math department. Since the math lab’s
opening in 1993, Paredes has been its director.
“This lab was developed with the Louis
Stokes Alliance for Minority Participation (a
program funded by the National Science
Foundation),” Paredes said. “I dedicate an
important part of my life to that lab.”
With direct contributions from UTPA and
LSAMP, the math lab is dedicated to improving
the success of students in the area of math. It
promotes study groups and encourages students

to attend mini lectures given by faculty
members or lab assistants.
Besides being director of the math lab and
LSAMP, Paredes is also the director of
TexPREP, a program that prepares young high
school and middle school students for college
level courses stressing math and science.
Paredes intensely works to address the fear that
keeps many students dreading basic college
courses like college algebra.
Fear works in many positive ways for
students, according to Paredes.
“Fear of failing is great,” he said.
Paredes went on to say that fear can be used
as the greatest motivation for anyone, and if
handled correctly, it will eventually bring
successful outcomes. The long-time math
instructor also believes that students must be
challenged by themselves and others in order to
progress.
“Look for the challenge, so that you may
emphasize on the challenge instead of the fear
itself. You should look for the opportunity to
succeed and learn to enjoy it in its pursuit,” he
said.
In directing the Tex-PREP program for the
second year in a row, Paredes has taught a class
called algebraic structures.
“It’s an introduction for a class that is taken
later in college by those who study math, called
modern algebra. It’s usually a tough class.”
In teaching both these classes, Paredes has
realized a tremendous connection between both
classes and created a new way to teach modern
algebra which he calls “team teaching.”
“I thought of the possibility of having a team
of college students who have taken modern
algebra, some who have not taken it, a high
school algebra teacher and a very bright college
student come together to teach the class. This
team was then used to team teach algebraic
structures to the Tex-PREP students,” he said.
“These mini-lectures lasted about 15 minutes
and the students were given interactive
assignments and broken down into groups. We
would then meet to evaluate results in a
competition-type form. We got excellent results
because it was very lively. It was a tremendous
experience.”
Paredes’ team teaching concept is being
adapted by several members of the Rio Grande
Valley Council of Teachers, where he believes
the concept will bring plenty of success.
“During this year we could try and follow up
on anybody who used this method and maybe
we can have them present their results,” he said.

GOT SOMETHING
TO SAY?

The Pan American wants to hear what
you have to say about stories, current
events or anything you want to rant
about. Send your responses to panameditor@hotmail.com
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New histories
grow in power
By ARIANNA VAZQUEZ
The Pan American
History abounds in the Rio
Grande Valley, and three scholars
have uncovered information
regarding the area’s past, and they
are sharing it with students.
Last November three
distinguished history professors,
Dr. Felix Almaraz, Dr. Andres
Tijerina, and Dr. Harriet D.
Joseph, visited the University of
Texas-Pan American to attend a
seminar. The Center for Latin
American Studies in conjunction
with The Department of Modern
Languages and Literature
organized the seminar to allow
students, faculty, and members of
the community to discover more
more about the Valley, its
beginnings, and how it was once
called “Spanish Texas.”
Like any other student who
attended primary and secondary
school in Texas, these professors
learned at a young age the typical
story of their state and its settlers.
Those courses covered big Texan
historical figures like Stephen F.
Austin, but often left out the
contributions of other figures, such
as Jose Escandon, whose
colonization efforts in early Texas
are often overlooked.
Tijerina, who now teaches at
Austin Community College and is
the author of various books
including "Tejano Empire: Life on
the South Texas Ranch," felt those
seventh-grade Texas history
failings. He felt that the failure of
the classes to acknowledge all of
those involved in the colonization
of Texas was offensive to
Mexican-Americans. He then
made it a mission to uncover what
he considered the truth about
Texas history, and spread his
findings to those who are unaware.
“My whole life, since I was in
the seventh grade, I was limited by
people, teachers, and employees
who had a misconception of Texas
history,” Tijerina said. “Then it
became something I wanted to
show in particular, and I am
accomplishing and reaching the
point of satisfaction [because]
society is becoming more aware
and are becoming open-minded on
true Tejano culture.”
Tijerina also said that sometimes
people are not aware of their own
stereotypes and take what they’ve
previously learned as fact.
“With seminars like the one in
November, students can learn
about the Spaniards, and those
families who helped start the
development of what we now call
Texas,” said Dr. Lino Garcia,
history professor at UTPA.
“The presence of the Spaniards
since 1519 has been forgotten,”
Garcia said. “Spain's and Mexico's
history needs to be brought forth
as part of the mainstream agenda.”
Garcia also said 40 percent of

the Texas population is Hispanic,
and that in any given year,
Hispanics could be the majority.
The latest U.S. census figures
shows Hispanics as 32 percent in
Texas, and 13 percent in the
United States. As a result, Garcia
feels students and the community
in general need to know the
history of early Texas, because
they are the descendants of those
who started it all.
Dr. Felix Almaraz is professor
of history at The University of
Texas-San Antonio and author of a
number of books including “Tragic
Cavalier: Governor Manuel
Salcedo of Texas, 1808-1813.” He
commented in his speech during
the seminar that the Spanish
heritage of South Texas cannot be
measured only in terms of the past,
but should also include the
contributions of the present
generation.
“In Texas, it seemed that
Spanish heritage was suppressed
by too much emphasis on the
Revolution, the emergence of the
Republic of Texas, and the
annexation to the United States,”
Almaraz said. “It inspired me to
study and to interpret the last years
of Spanish Texas, and to strive for
popular acceptance of the heritage
through teaching, research,
publications, and platform
speaking.”
Dr. Harriet D. Joseph, history
professor at the University of
Texas-Brownsville/Texas
Southmost College, is the author
of “Notable Men and Women of
Spanish Texas.” She also feels
there is more to learn regarding
Texas history than what the basic
classes have always stressed.
“The more you study the history
of Spanish Texas, the more you
appreciate the huge legacy we still
have today from what was the
Spanish colonial period,” she said.
“My books have focused on
Spanish Texas from the 1500s to
1821, and the people like Jose
Escandon, which are relevant to
Valley's history,” Joseph
continued. “As a graduate in Latin
American history, I found Spanish
Texas was an obvious topic to be
interested in (because) I just find it
an exciting period.”
According to Garcia, UTPA has
provided the support needed to
bring in speakers who she believes
will help educate students, and
help them function in today's
world. Garcia also said future
seminars and presentations
regarding related subjects will be
held throughout the spring
semester.
Members of UTPA’s committee
of Modern Languages who helped
promote the event included Dr.
Sylvia Dominguez, professor
Ramiro Rea, professor Carmela
Garcia, Dr. Hugo Mejia, Prof.
Ernie Sanchez and Dr. Peter
Brown.
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New tutor home
enjoying debut
By HILDA BARRIENTES
The Pan American
On Jan. 2 the University of Texas
Pan-American featured a case of “out
with the old and in with the new.” The
old math building is now home to the
Learning Assistance Center in an
effort to place the LAC closer to
students and provide improved tutorial
services.
According to Arturo Ramos assistant
LAC Director, students no longer have
to walk to the Student Services
Building to get help in math, science
or modern languages.
“The building is closer to the
library, math, and science building,”
Ramos said. “It is actually a lot closer
to the students.”
Freshman student Micah Lopez
agreed with the LAC’s location change
and stated the LAC is better off in its
new building.
Because the LAC is one of UTPA’s
largest student employers, second to
the library, Ramos said that he is glad
that they made the move.
“We have around 100 tutors
counting the office aids,” Ramos said.
Carolyn Hannah, learning specialist,
said she likes the move because now
location is very centralized, which she

believes will increase the number of
students the LAC can service.
Hannah added that she now has a lot
of work space where the office aides
can work on paperwork and filing.
“Before we had to work in front of
the students and were always aware of
confidentiality,” Hannah said. “Now
we are able to work in the back and
are hidden.”
Part-time Spanish professor Toribio
Trujillo said that though the idea of
moving to a new building is good, but
he said that there is not much space
where he now works to tutor students.
“I tutor Spanish, French and logic,
and they are all crammed together in
one room,” Trujillo said. “Where we
were at before we had twice as much
space.”
Though the move may not have
benefited everyone Ramos feels the
relocation was in the best interest of
the UTPA students. Students have to
attend and take advantage of the
services offered, regardless of the
LAC’s location.
“The best thing to do is take
advantage of the tutoring and make an
effort,” Ramos said. “We have tutors
who are confident and want to teach
and help the students.”
The Writing Center has stayed in the
first floor of the library.
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By: Dägoberto Pérez
Conservatives wear their little Bible belt too tightly and are
squeezing the very essence out of America.
Our government claims that it’s wrong to give a kid two
loving parents, but it’s quite all right to blow up Third
World nations and kill innocent civilians in the
process.
If given the chance of escaping the cold clutches
of orphanages and halfway homes, I am sure that
most every child would choose a permanent home
with either hetero or homosexual parents. Anything
is better than America’s idea of protective services.
As for the argument that children will inevitably be
teased because of their gay parents, I ask: what child is not
teased or mocked? Children may say hurtful things, but they are
not limited to mocking the orientation of a child’s parents.
Weight, height, religion and most every other diverse factor is
attacked by children and it is the job of parents to stop such
reckless behavior.
This idea will succeed if parents begin to teach their children
to accept diversity and to embrace different cultural, religious and
sexual orientations. tThe matter of gay adoption rights is quite
simple: let babies be embraced by willing and able parents.
Many people believe that gay people are bad
and are ill-fit sinners who will corrupt their
children, but this is as true as claiming Man
was created on the seventh day and that
women immediately followed and was
created from the rib of her predecessor,
Adam. Canonical thoughts should be
kept in churches and should allow
reason to spread.
The ideals of hatred have been
woven into the dark quilt surrounding
our nation. Lift up the blanket and it
won’t feel so stuffy in this bed we all
sleep in.
Let parent-less babies come home to a
better life, regardless of the orientation of
willing and able parents.

Against
By: Arianna Vazquez
Liberalism is prevailing in our society and as you walk
through the school halls or windowshop through the various
stores in the mall, you get a glimpse of homosexuality in
almost every corner.
As a leftist myself, I can argue that homosexuals
have the right to express and live their lives fully,
without restraint from peers, society, or the
government. Yet, reality marks the gay way of life as
a sin to religious eyes and conservative minds.
Gay adoption and marriage have been popular
subjects in recent years. Gays and proponents of gay
adoption rights argue that there are thousands of children
in foster care who need a family, and gay adoption will give
those kids the opportunity to have a family. But what about the
extra baggage that comes along with having gay parents?
As young children, those adopted will not notice the
difference between their parents and those of other children, but as
soon as they begin to grow up and go to school, mingling with
other children of their age, they will discover the fundamental
difference between gay parents and traditional parents is where
the problems begin.
Psychological problems are the number one drawback to
giving gays the opportunity to adopt. A child might
get emotionally hurt by classmates and mistreated
by society. A child’s mind and feelings are like a
sponge, absorbing everything toward them,
good or bad, which might affect them in the
future.
Religion is another obstacle and
something a lot of
conservatives fall back on
when asked to vote yay
or nay on gay
adoption rights.
In the end, gay
adoption rights might
be good in the short run,
but harmful in the long
term.

‘South Pacific’
Jan. 23 at 7:30 p.m.
Place: McAllen
International Civic Center
Price: Tickets are $37.50,
$35 for reserved seating
and may be bought at
Ticketmaster locations,
Foley’s department store
and the McAllen Chamber
of Commerce.
Maria Felix film festival
Jan. 24-25 at 7 p.m.
Place: El Rey Theatre, 311
S. 17th St., McAllen
Info: The theater will show
“Enamorada” and
“Faustina” in celebration of
Maria Felix, one of the
biggest movie stars in
Mexico who was often
compared to Marilyn
Monroe.
Phone: (956) 686-8170
McAllen Symphonic
Band
Feb. 4 at 7:30 p.m.
Place: McAllen Civic
Center Auditorium
Event: The McAllen
Symphonic Band presents
“Gems of the Concert
Band,” which will feature
“Radetsky March,”
“Anitshka” and “March
from Symphonic
Metamorphosis.
Phone: (956) 668-9740
Price: Admission donation
is $5; tickets available at
Melhart’s Music Center
and McAllen Chamber of
Commerce.
Viva Mexico Spring
Concert
Feb. 8 at 7 p.m.
Place: La Joya Performing
Arts Center, 604 Coyote
Drive in La Joya.
Event: Students from the
La Joya Independent
School District presents a
Mexican Folkloric Dance
concert.
Price: Tickets are $5.
Phone: (956) 580-5161 or
(956) 630-0016

Students turned sharks
Students head to pool halls for entertainment

(All) - Students relax by playing pool in the UTPA Student Union
Wednesday afternoon.

Pool, or billiards as it is also known,
has been a popular gathering game for
people for centuries.
But what is it that people enjoy about
trying to sink a set of different colored
balls on a table into six holes or
pockets?
"It's a fun game that challenges you to
sink your balls in before your opponent
does," said Mark Trevino, a freshman
kinesiology major at Texas A&MKingsville and avid pool player at Fast
Eddie's in McAllen.
In the Rio Grande Valley, there are a
handful of venues to bring out the pool
player in everyone.
Fast Eddie's and AK's in McAllen
attract the largest attention, combining
pool tables with fully stocked bars. AK's
also has a dance floor, video games and
a kitchen to provide a distraction when
the pool tables (about a
dozen) are full.
Located in Pharr, Doc's,
a sports bar and grill,
includes multiple television
sets for catching glimpse of
"the big game" between
pool shots on one of nearly
20 tables. RA's in Edinburg
also serves as a bar and
grill, and like AK's,
includes a dance floor,
albeit a small one.
While billiard hall
options may be few in the
Valley, pool players have
specific reasons for
choosing which halls to
visit.
"I like Doc's because few
people go there, and it's

easy to get a table, you don't have to
worry about people crowding you," said
Roxanne Villarreal, a patron of Doc's.
"Doc's is a good place, but I'd rather
go to RA's, because it's close to home
and they have pretty good prices,
overall," said Martin Prieto, a junior
theater/tv/film major at the University of
Texas-Pan American.
"I think Fast Eddie's is better because
it's bigger, cleaner and there are more
tables," Trevino said.
Even UTPA has recognized the
attraction students have to billiards by
building its own pool hall in the Student
Union Building. The tables are so
popular that students can be seen playing
all day and some even skip class to sink
a few shots.
Sergio Alaniz, a freshman engineering
major, says he likes the idea of the pool
tables at UTPA because he gets to play
there between classes.
“I play every day with my friends and
anyone else,” said Alaniz. “I have
skipped my economics and math class a
couple of times.”
Although, there are those who love to
play pool, but won’t risk the chance of
cutting class for it. Orlando Garcia, a
freshman mechanical engineering major,
says he loves to play pool but has to
follow his set priorities.
“I play pool here every day,” said
Garcia. “But I have never skipped class,
pool is not as important.”
While the reasons for enjoying the
game and various venues are as diverse
as the people who play, many agree that
billiards is a challenging, yet entertaining
game that is sure to be popular for
college generations to come.
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The

CULTURE CLUB
What students like to read, listen to and surf.

The Clark Gallery,
located in the Fine
Arts Building,
hosts the Second
Annual Graduate
Student Exhibit
“Examinations &
Experimentations.
The exhibit runs
through Feb. 9
with an opening
reception tonight
from 5 to 7 p.m.
Admission to the
exhibit is free.

Melissa Marie Martinez
Junior
Graphic Design
(Above) - Part of “Catfish with a Dogfight” by Chris Leonard.

CD: “Diamond Dogs” by David Bowie
Movie: “Cecil B. DeMented”
Book: “Thing of Beauty” by Stephen Fried

(Below) - Acrylic on canvas by Maria Alba Gonzalez.

Andres Mendoza
Freshman
Electrical Engineering

(Above) - Acrylic on canvas by Jesus
Salvador.
(Right) - “Ameriway XT” by Rene
Garza.

CD: “Hybrid Theory” by Linkin Park
Movie: “American Pie II”
Book: “Harry Potter series” by J.K. Rowling

(Below) - Part of “Catfish with a
Dogfight” by Chris Leonard.

(Right) - “Ya Suelta Me”
by Julian Rodriguez.

Victor Villanueva
Junior
Electrical Engineering
CD: “Blue Print 2” by Jay Z
Movie: “Y Tu Mama Tambien”
Website: UFC.tv
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Conservatives wear their little Bible belt too tightly and are
squeezing the very essence out of America.
Our government claims that it’s wrong to give a kid two
loving parents, but it’s quite all right to blow up Third
World nations and kill innocent civilians in the
process.
If given the chance of escaping the cold clutches
of orphanages and halfway homes, I am sure that
most every child would choose a permanent home
with either hetero or homosexual parents. Anything
is better than America’s idea of protective services.
As for the argument that children will inevitably be
teased because of their gay parents, I ask: what child is not
teased or mocked? Children may say hurtful things, but they are
not limited to mocking the orientation of a child’s parents.
Weight, height, religion and most every other diverse factor is
attacked by children and it is the job of parents to stop such
reckless behavior.
This idea will succeed if parents begin to teach their children
to accept diversity and to embrace different cultural, religious and
sexual orientations. tThe matter of gay adoption rights is quite
simple: let babies be embraced by willing and able parents.
Many people believe that gay people are bad
and are ill-fit sinners who will corrupt their
children, but this is as true as claiming Man
was created on the seventh day and that
women immediately followed and was
created from the rib of her predecessor,
Adam. Canonical thoughts should be
kept in churches and should allow
reason to spread.
The ideals of hatred have been
woven into the dark quilt surrounding
our nation. Lift up the blanket and it
won’t feel so stuffy in this bed we all
sleep in.
Let parent-less babies come home to a
better life, regardless of the orientation of
willing and able parents.

Against
By: Arianna Vazquez
Liberalism is prevailing in our society and as you walk
through the school halls or windowshop through the various
stores in the mall, you get a glimpse of homosexuality in
almost every corner.
As a leftist myself, I can argue that homosexuals
have the right to express and live their lives fully,
without restraint from peers, society, or the
government. Yet, reality marks the gay way of life as
a sin to religious eyes and conservative minds.
Gay adoption and marriage have been popular
subjects in recent years. Gays and proponents of gay
adoption rights argue that there are thousands of children
in foster care who need a family, and gay adoption will give
those kids the opportunity to have a family. But what about the
extra baggage that comes along with having gay parents?
As young children, those adopted will not notice the
difference between their parents and those of other children, but as
soon as they begin to grow up and go to school, mingling with
other children of their age, they will discover the fundamental
difference between gay parents and traditional parents is where
the problems begin.
Psychological problems are the number one drawback to
giving gays the opportunity to adopt. A child might
get emotionally hurt by classmates and mistreated
by society. A child’s mind and feelings are like a
sponge, absorbing everything toward them,
good or bad, which might affect them in the
future.
Religion is another obstacle and
something a lot of
conservatives fall back on
when asked to vote yay
or nay on gay
adoption rights.
In the end, gay
adoption rights might
be good in the short run,
but harmful in the long
term.

‘South Pacific’
Jan. 23 at 7:30 p.m.
Place: McAllen
International Civic Center
Price: Tickets are $37.50,
$35 for reserved seating
and may be bought at
Ticketmaster locations,
Foley’s department store
and the McAllen Chamber
of Commerce.
Maria Felix film festival
Jan. 24-25 at 7 p.m.
Place: El Rey Theatre, 311
S. 17th St., McAllen
Info: The theater will show
“Enamorada” and
“Faustina” in celebration of
Maria Felix, one of the
biggest movie stars in
Mexico who was often
compared to Marilyn
Monroe.
Phone: (956) 686-8170
McAllen Symphonic
Band
Feb. 4 at 7:30 p.m.
Place: McAllen Civic
Center Auditorium
Event: The McAllen
Symphonic Band presents
“Gems of the Concert
Band,” which will feature
“Radetsky March,”
“Anitshka” and “March
from Symphonic
Metamorphosis.
Phone: (956) 668-9740
Price: Admission donation
is $5; tickets available at
Melhart’s Music Center
and McAllen Chamber of
Commerce.
Viva Mexico Spring
Concert
Feb. 8 at 7 p.m.
Place: La Joya Performing
Arts Center, 604 Coyote
Drive in La Joya.
Event: Students from the
La Joya Independent
School District presents a
Mexican Folkloric Dance
concert.
Price: Tickets are $5.
Phone: (956) 580-5161 or
(956) 630-0016

Students turned sharks
Students head to pool halls for entertainment

(All) - Students relax by playing pool in the UTPA Student Union
Wednesday afternoon.

Pool, or billiards as it is also known,
has been a popular gathering game for
people for centuries.
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trying to sink a set of different colored
balls on a table into six holes or
pockets?
"It's a fun game that challenges you to
sink your balls in before your opponent
does," said Mark Trevino, a freshman
kinesiology major at Texas A&MKingsville and avid pool player at Fast
Eddie's in McAllen.
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popular that students can be seen playing
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major, says he likes the idea of the pool
tables at UTPA because he gets to play
there between classes.
“I play every day with my friends and
anyone else,” said Alaniz. “I have
skipped my economics and math class a
couple of times.”
Although, there are those who love to
play pool, but won’t risk the chance of
cutting class for it. Orlando Garcia, a
freshman mechanical engineering major,
says he loves to play pool but has to
follow his set priorities.
“I play pool here every day,” said
Garcia. “But I have never skipped class,
pool is not as important.”
While the reasons for enjoying the
game and various venues are as diverse
as the people who play, many agree that
billiards is a challenging, yet entertaining
game that is sure to be popular for
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New tutor home
enjoying debut
By HILDA BARRIENTES
The Pan American
On Jan. 2 the University of Texas
Pan-American featured a case of “out
with the old and in with the new.” The
old math building is now home to the
Learning Assistance Center in an
effort to place the LAC closer to
students and provide improved tutorial
services.
According to Arturo Ramos assistant
LAC Director, students no longer have
to walk to the Student Services
Building to get help in math, science
or modern languages.
“The building is closer to the
library, math, and science building,”
Ramos said. “It is actually a lot closer
to the students.”
Freshman student Micah Lopez
agreed with the LAC’s location change
and stated the LAC is better off in its
new building.
Because the LAC is one of UTPA’s
largest student employers, second to
the library, Ramos said that he is glad
that they made the move.
“We have around 100 tutors
counting the office aids,” Ramos said.
Carolyn Hannah, learning specialist,
said she likes the move because now
location is very centralized, which she

believes will increase the number of
students the LAC can service.
Hannah added that she now has a lot
of work space where the office aides
can work on paperwork and filing.
“Before we had to work in front of
the students and were always aware of
confidentiality,” Hannah said. “Now
we are able to work in the back and
are hidden.”
Part-time Spanish professor Toribio
Trujillo said that though the idea of
moving to a new building is good, but
he said that there is not much space
where he now works to tutor students.
“I tutor Spanish, French and logic,
and they are all crammed together in
one room,” Trujillo said. “Where we
were at before we had twice as much
space.”
Though the move may not have
benefited everyone Ramos feels the
relocation was in the best interest of
the UTPA students. Students have to
attend and take advantage of the
services offered, regardless of the
LAC’s location.
“The best thing to do is take
advantage of the tutoring and make an
effort,” Ramos said. “We have tutors
who are confident and want to teach
and help the students.”
The Writing Center has stayed in the
first floor of the library.
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Paredes ministers
against math fear
By J. AARON LOZANO
The Pan American
A large poster stands bold, yet somewhat
comforting inside Dr. Miguel Paredes’ office in
the third floor of the math building.
It displays a quote by Albert Einstein, “Don’t
worry about your difficulties in math; I can
assure you that mine are still greater,”
appropriate for someone who has dedicated his
whole life to mastering and teaching
mathematics and economics.
“It seems to send a very clear message to
students that, contrary to popular opinion, very
intelligent people may have difficulties with
mathematics,” Paredes said. “It is also
interesting because it leaves the door open to
discussing what each individual will do about
those difficulties.”
In Chile as a high school student, Paredes
remembers holding small lectures and group
tutoring sessions for his friends whose difficulty
in the subject was brought on by a fear of the
subject itself.
“When I was young, I used to think a lot
about that fear. That’s one of the things that got
me really interested in mathematics,” Paredes
said, “It puzzled me that it was such a scary
item for so many people, and I thought that I
could probably do something about that.”
And he did. Paredes has since been involved
in a number of successful projects, published
articles, and programs that are dedicated to the
research and teachings of mathematics.
A few years and mathematical equations
following his small high school workshops, he
received his Bachelor’s in mathematics with a
teaching certification in 1971 from the
University of Chile. It was at the University of
Utah where he received his Masters of Science
in mathematics and his doctorate in the area of
mathematical economics.
In a more recent attempt to keep in touch with
those who still have problems in mathematics,
became involved with the creation of a math lab
in the math department. Since the math lab’s
opening in 1993, Paredes has been its director.
“This lab was developed with the Louis
Stokes Alliance for Minority Participation (a
program funded by the National Science
Foundation),” Paredes said. “I dedicate an
important part of my life to that lab.”
With direct contributions from UTPA and
LSAMP, the math lab is dedicated to improving
the success of students in the area of math. It
promotes study groups and encourages students

to attend mini lectures given by faculty
members or lab assistants.
Besides being director of the math lab and
LSAMP, Paredes is also the director of
TexPREP, a program that prepares young high
school and middle school students for college
level courses stressing math and science.
Paredes intensely works to address the fear that
keeps many students dreading basic college
courses like college algebra.
Fear works in many positive ways for
students, according to Paredes.
“Fear of failing is great,” he said.
Paredes went on to say that fear can be used
as the greatest motivation for anyone, and if
handled correctly, it will eventually bring
successful outcomes. The long-time math
instructor also believes that students must be
challenged by themselves and others in order to
progress.
“Look for the challenge, so that you may
emphasize on the challenge instead of the fear
itself. You should look for the opportunity to
succeed and learn to enjoy it in its pursuit,” he
said.
In directing the Tex-PREP program for the
second year in a row, Paredes has taught a class
called algebraic structures.
“It’s an introduction for a class that is taken
later in college by those who study math, called
modern algebra. It’s usually a tough class.”
In teaching both these classes, Paredes has
realized a tremendous connection between both
classes and created a new way to teach modern
algebra which he calls “team teaching.”
“I thought of the possibility of having a team
of college students who have taken modern
algebra, some who have not taken it, a high
school algebra teacher and a very bright college
student come together to teach the class. This
team was then used to team teach algebraic
structures to the Tex-PREP students,” he said.
“These mini-lectures lasted about 15 minutes
and the students were given interactive
assignments and broken down into groups. We
would then meet to evaluate results in a
competition-type form. We got excellent results
because it was very lively. It was a tremendous
experience.”
Paredes’ team teaching concept is being
adapted by several members of the Rio Grande
Valley Council of Teachers, where he believes
the concept will bring plenty of success.
“During this year we could try and follow up
on anybody who used this method and maybe
we can have them present their results,” he said.

GOT SOMETHING
TO SAY?

The Pan American wants to hear what
you have to say about stories, current
events or anything you want to rant
about. Send your responses to panameditor@hotmail.com
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New histories
grow in power
By ARIANNA VAZQUEZ
The Pan American
History abounds in the Rio
Grande Valley, and three scholars
have uncovered information
regarding the area’s past, and they
are sharing it with students.
Last November three
distinguished history professors,
Dr. Felix Almaraz, Dr. Andres
Tijerina, and Dr. Harriet D.
Joseph, visited the University of
Texas-Pan American to attend a
seminar. The Center for Latin
American Studies in conjunction
with The Department of Modern
Languages and Literature
organized the seminar to allow
students, faculty, and members of
the community to discover more
more about the Valley, its
beginnings, and how it was once
called “Spanish Texas.”
Like any other student who
attended primary and secondary
school in Texas, these professors
learned at a young age the typical
story of their state and its settlers.
Those courses covered big Texan
historical figures like Stephen F.
Austin, but often left out the
contributions of other figures, such
as Jose Escandon, whose
colonization efforts in early Texas
are often overlooked.
Tijerina, who now teaches at
Austin Community College and is
the author of various books
including "Tejano Empire: Life on
the South Texas Ranch," felt those
seventh-grade Texas history
failings. He felt that the failure of
the classes to acknowledge all of
those involved in the colonization
of Texas was offensive to
Mexican-Americans. He then
made it a mission to uncover what
he considered the truth about
Texas history, and spread his
findings to those who are unaware.
“My whole life, since I was in
the seventh grade, I was limited by
people, teachers, and employees
who had a misconception of Texas
history,” Tijerina said. “Then it
became something I wanted to
show in particular, and I am
accomplishing and reaching the
point of satisfaction [because]
society is becoming more aware
and are becoming open-minded on
true Tejano culture.”
Tijerina also said that sometimes
people are not aware of their own
stereotypes and take what they’ve
previously learned as fact.
“With seminars like the one in
November, students can learn
about the Spaniards, and those
families who helped start the
development of what we now call
Texas,” said Dr. Lino Garcia,
history professor at UTPA.
“The presence of the Spaniards
since 1519 has been forgotten,”
Garcia said. “Spain's and Mexico's
history needs to be brought forth
as part of the mainstream agenda.”
Garcia also said 40 percent of

the Texas population is Hispanic,
and that in any given year,
Hispanics could be the majority.
The latest U.S. census figures
shows Hispanics as 32 percent in
Texas, and 13 percent in the
United States. As a result, Garcia
feels students and the community
in general need to know the
history of early Texas, because
they are the descendants of those
who started it all.
Dr. Felix Almaraz is professor
of history at The University of
Texas-San Antonio and author of a
number of books including “Tragic
Cavalier: Governor Manuel
Salcedo of Texas, 1808-1813.” He
commented in his speech during
the seminar that the Spanish
heritage of South Texas cannot be
measured only in terms of the past,
but should also include the
contributions of the present
generation.
“In Texas, it seemed that
Spanish heritage was suppressed
by too much emphasis on the
Revolution, the emergence of the
Republic of Texas, and the
annexation to the United States,”
Almaraz said. “It inspired me to
study and to interpret the last years
of Spanish Texas, and to strive for
popular acceptance of the heritage
through teaching, research,
publications, and platform
speaking.”
Dr. Harriet D. Joseph, history
professor at the University of
Texas-Brownsville/Texas
Southmost College, is the author
of “Notable Men and Women of
Spanish Texas.” She also feels
there is more to learn regarding
Texas history than what the basic
classes have always stressed.
“The more you study the history
of Spanish Texas, the more you
appreciate the huge legacy we still
have today from what was the
Spanish colonial period,” she said.
“My books have focused on
Spanish Texas from the 1500s to
1821, and the people like Jose
Escandon, which are relevant to
Valley's history,” Joseph
continued. “As a graduate in Latin
American history, I found Spanish
Texas was an obvious topic to be
interested in (because) I just find it
an exciting period.”
According to Garcia, UTPA has
provided the support needed to
bring in speakers who she believes
will help educate students, and
help them function in today's
world. Garcia also said future
seminars and presentations
regarding related subjects will be
held throughout the spring
semester.
Members of UTPA’s committee
of Modern Languages who helped
promote the event included Dr.
Sylvia Dominguez, professor
Ramiro Rea, professor Carmela
Garcia, Dr. Hugo Mejia, Prof.
Ernie Sanchez and Dr. Peter
Brown.
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What are your plans this
Super Bowl Sunday?

Carol Rocha
Anthropology
Freshman
I’m going to get together with my friends
to watch it.

Alfonso Perez
Economics
Freshman
My friend is coming down from Austin so
we will be watching it together.

Chris Bazaldu
Music
Freshman
We are going to have a family
gathering and watch the Super Bowl.

Annayancy Rodriguez
Education
Sophomore
I am not planning to watch it. I don’t
like football.

Federal job is in
offing this spring
justice majors who are either at the
sophomore or junior level, with basic
computer and word processing skills.
There is also a strong preference for
Students attending the University of
students who can speak, read, and write
Texas-Pan American now have the
Spanish, meaning that UTPA students
opportunity to obtain a government job
may have a leg up.
in the big time.
According to Servantes, this job will
Student Employment Services and the
help students gain employment
U.S. Department of Justice have joined
experience and learn more about the
together in a worldwide effort called “A
duties expected of a federal employee.
Call to Serve: Leaders in Education
“This is a temporary, part-time job that
Allied for Public Service.” Lourdes
Servantes, placement specialist of Career allows students to get a feel of what a
federal job is like,” said Servantes.
Placement Services, said this new
Barbara Salazar, investigative assistant
program was designed in an effort to
for the U.S. Department of Justice’s
promote federal jobs. In a time when the
Office of the Inspector General, said the
economy is struggling, this sort of effort
job’s main duty will be for students to
might be vital to giving students the
work with complaints made against
momentum to put their education to use.
government
There are going to
employees.
be openings in this
“We investigate
arena soon.
those who have been
“In a few years
In a few years
reported with
federal employees
federal
employees
misconduct,” said
will be retiring and
Salazar. “Then the
their jobs will be
will be retiring and
student is required
left vacant if we
their jobs will be left
to enter the
don’t encourage our
vacant if we don’t
complaint into our
students to apply
system.”
now,” said
encourage our
The application
Servantes.
students to apply now
process is extensive,
The program was
so interested
created to eliminate
- Lourdes Servantes
students must
misconceptions
Placement specialist
consider their
students may have
daily schedule.
regarding federal
Five lengthy
jobs, and debuted at UTPA last spring,
sections must be completed and the
augmenting regular government
application must be filled out in the
recruiting on campus which has been in
place for decades. Officials from Student student employment office. Applicants
bring with them an official college
Employment Services are seeking a way
to inform students about the various jobs transcript and a resume.
For those who are not interested in this
available and the numerous benefits that
come along with many of them. Not only particular job opening, Career Placement
does this program offer students insights Services will be hosting workshops and
on federal employment opportunities, but panel discussions regarding other federal
jobs. The workshops will feature
it also gives students a chance to obtain
speakers who hold federal positions.
information on how to successfully get
“Our workshops will have several
those jobs.
people from federal government jobs to
The current opening available to
explain to students about what they do,”
students is a clerical position with the
said Servantes.
U.S. Department of Justice. Students
For more information on this particular
who consider this employment
job opening or the federal job
opportunity must fulfill specific
workshops, contact UTPA’s Student
requirements before applying. The
Employment Services at 381-2283.
prerequisites are geared at criminal
By DULCE GONZALEZ
The Pan American

I am going to watch the Bucs kill the
Raiders.

continued from page 1

fact that it was going to be a big steel
tank out by itself. He envisioned the
water tank as part of the campus; he
wanted for it to be a meeting place for
students.
“I would like to see people say, ‘Hey I
will meet you at the tank,’” Boland said.
The UTPA Central Utility Plan team
took a bid for a concrete plant and said
that they were able to play with it
architecturally. The final appearance
developed as engineers tried to make it
look like a building, though technically it
is not.
“I put a nice water tank design to make
it more compatible with the campus,”
Boland said.
The tank, which is not expected to be
fully operational until the end of March

or early April, got an important grant
from the Economic Development
Administration. A key factor of the EDA’s
decision to award the grant was the
Regional Academic Health Center that is
being built on the university campus.
“The RAHC that’s presently being built
is a great boost to the economy. It is a
research facility,” Boland said. “We
were able to secure funding because of
the economic development that it brought
to Edinburg.”
Patton is looking forward to seeing the
water tank put into operation
“It’s a card in our hand when we sit
down at the table with our retail energy
providers,” Patton said, “This is a card
we bring to the table because thermal
storage affects a profile favorably.”

Sports
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Super Bowl
Bucs, Raiders meet this weekend in San Diego
for the annual tussle of conference champions
for NFL title

Page 13

XXXVII

By BRIAN CARR
The Pan American
Last weekend the nation
watched as Warren Sapp
and the Tampa Bay
Buccaneers shut down
Donovan McNabb and the
Philadelphia Eagles
offense to claim the NFC
title.
On the other side of the
NFL spectrum, fans saw
Rich Gannon and the
Oakland Raiders discect
the Tennessee Titan
defense, running several
slant routes, dismantling a
weak defensive line, and
pounding the ball on the
ground.
Though the Bucs’
defense is rated tops in the
league, it will be
intriguing to see if Sapp
and company can man-

“

TANK
Issac Trevino
Computer Science
Freshman

Page 4
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HOOPS

continued from page 16

"They didn't really play tough defense,"
Sitnikovas said when asked about his
season-high scoring spree.
Senior guard Kevin Mitchell contributed
13 points and junior guard Prince
Thompson also added 10 to the Bronc
cause.
"We came out a little flat in the first
half, but picked it up in the second to get
the points we needed," said Mitchell, the
team’s leading scorer for the season.
"Tomas was hot tonight. You gotta take
all the water out of the well,” said
Mitchell.
"It was a great victory and hopefully we
can get on a roll," said sophomore guard

Eric Montalvo of La Joya.
The Broncs’ next game will be at Texas
A&M-Corpus Christi Saturday, Jan. 25 at
7 p.m. UTPA will be back home on
Saturday, Feb. 1 to face Indiana-PurdueFort Wayne at the Field House at 7:30 p.m.
NOTES: Last weekend, UTPA lost to
New Mexico State 64-50 at the Pan
American Center in Las Cruces, extending
their losing streak to nine games.
On the upside, Montalvo notched his
first double-double of the season in that
game.
Montalvo led the Broncs in scoring with
15 points while scrambling for 13
rebounds in the loss to the Aggies.

Reporters
needed.
The Pan American is looking for sports and arts
and entertainment reporters to audition this
semester for full-time and volunteer positions
throughout the spring and summer terms.
For more information, contact sports editor Brian
Carr or A&E editor Ashley Brooks at 381-2546.

handle the Raiders’
gigantic o-line the way
they have taken apart so
many of the NFL’s
offensive lines.
If the Bucs are to win
their first NFL title, their
secondary must keep up
with all the options the
Raiders have in a prolific
passing game.
One of the main
advantages the Bucs will
bring to the game is
hunger - there are no
Super Bowl winners on
the roster - but the Raiders
have many players with
not only the experience of
going to the big game, but
also winning the ring.
Final score: Raiders 35,
Bucs 24.

SPORTS CLIPBOARD
10K Run
The Edinburg 21st annual AllAmerica City 10k Run will take
place on Friday Feb. 1.
The run will start at 1 p.m. at
Freddy Gonzalez Elementary
School, and will finish inside the
Edinburg Baseball Stadium.
The entry fee for the event is five
dollars per person, and registration
may be done on line at
www.cl.edinburg.tx.us.
There will be many prizes awarded for the first 10 contestants to finish the race, including a grand prize
of $10,000.

Lady Broncs Fall
The Lady Broncs were defeated
Tuesday night by the Arkansas State
Lady Indians 68-59.
The loss puts the Lady Broncs at
2-15 for the season and is their second loss in as many games.
Casie Lowman led the Lady
Broncs with a career high 25 points,
but it was not enough as the Lady
Indians held on to a 15 point half-

time lead, despite being outscored
33-27 in the second half.
The Lady Broncs will play one
more road game at Arkansas-Little
Rock on Jan. 23 before returning to
the Field House on Jan. 25 to face
the TAMUCC Lady Islanders.

Gents no longer
independent
The Centenary Gents have left the
group of Division I independents,
which includes the UTPA Broncs.
The Gents accepted an invitation
to join the Mid-Continent conference.
The Broncs had at one time been
considered to be invited to the conference along with TAMU-CC, but
the consideration was later abandoned.
In the Broncs only meeting with
Centenary this season the Broncs
lost 94-89.
Other schools that belong to the
Mid-Continent conference are Oral
Roberts, Chicago State, and Western
Illinois.

Lucha
Libre!
sports
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Weekly wrestling event
provides entertainment
for local community

E

l Santo and Blue Demon are names
that may not sound familiar to
people, unless they grew up in the
Rio Grande Valley or in Mexico
watching Mexican wrestling. They are
characters from the interesting athletic
spectacle known as “Lucha Libre,” or
“freestyle fight” in English.
The truth about the beginnings of the
Lucha Libre is riddled with several
discrepancies, according to the Consejo
Mundial de Lucha Libre Web site.
The site, however, cites Sept. 21, 1933 as
the day the first official event took place in
the Mexico Arena, located in Mexico City.
Mexican wrestlers are known for their

By CELESTE TELLO
The Pan American

TAKE THIS!: Spawn and Spiderman duel in the main event.

flashy masks and outfits worn in the ring.
The masks used by the luchadores are hot
items and are sold in various markets in
Mexico as well as in the arenas hosting the
events.
Watching Lucha Libre on television is one
thing (and it is shown in the States on one
Mexican channel), but being there is a totally
different experience.
Mike Salinas, owner of Salinas
Promotions, has been bringing that
experience and part of Mexican culture to the
Valley for seven years now.
Last Sunday, Salinas Promotions presented
a Lucha Libre event, as it does every Sunday
at 1 p.m., at Ochoa's Flea Market in Mission.
The main event featured a tag-team battle
worthy of a Marvel comic book come-to-life,
when Spiderman and Dakota battled Spawn
and Black Venum. On that
afternoon evil had the upper hand, when
Spiderman and Dakota were pinned in the

third fall and the evildoers won the match, 21.
There were three undercard matches,
including the initial - and comical - amateur
bout between El Vampiro and Súper Rábit. A
professional and technically impressive
second match featuring El Mistico and Mano
Blanca against The Hockie and La Bestia,
and a mixed male/female tag-team match
that pitted Wendy and Al Cruz Jr. against
Shakira and Trébol de Oro.
Throughout the event the crowd heckled
the wrestlers, and between bouts children
overran the ring to interact with and mock
their heroes. The heckling alone is well
worth the price of admission.
As it is, the $6 in advance and $8 at the
door ticket prices are well within even a
cash-strapped college student’s budget.
The Lucha Libre talent presented in the
Valley spans the range from amateur to
professional. On this particular afternoon,

meet to set the standard for the entire
season.
“You use the first meet as a gauge of
how well an individual has improved from
last season, and see what shape they are
in compared to last year,” Vaughn said.
“It also allows you to see what goals you
have accomplished, and how you have
progressed form the beginning of the
year.”
Vaughn is also optimistic that his team
will accomplish its long-term goal of
sending athletes to the qualifying meets.
“This year’s schedule is much more
difficult due to the fact that our goal for
this season is to send many of our athletes
to the NCAA Outdoor Regional
Qualifying Meet,” Vaughn said. “It has
improved immensely over the past two
years and will slowly include larger
meets, allowing our team to improve. To
compete at the Outdoor Regional
Qualifying meet you have to challenge
yourself.
“We have to compete at larger meets
against larger schools in order to be
prepared for the qualifying meets,”
Vaughn said.
Assistant coach Marissa Robinson, who
is in charge of sprinters and hurdlers, also
has high expectations for her athletes, and
a great amount of confidence in her young
team.
“I expect good things form the entire
team,” Robinson said. “The first meet
allows us to see what we need to improve
on and work to correct. It also gives our

freshman a great chance to experience
their first collegiate meet.”
Robinson also believes that many of the
athletes will be able to advance to the
Indoor Championships, and the qualifying
outdoor meet.
“We have a lot of talent and potential to

the luchadores put on an amazing display of
aerial acrobatics and technical know-how
that would make “The Rock” take notice.
Salinas, whose father is a former luchador,
has brought several well-known wrestlers
such as Alebrije and Cuije from Triple A of
Mexico to square off against the Valley’s best
luchadores.
Salinas’ passion and love of the sport is
what initially prompted him to bring the
event to the Valley.
An average of 150 emotionally charged
fans pack the small makeshift arena at
Ochoa's.
By bringing top-notch talent to the area,
Salinas’ hope of creating a bigger following
for the sport may become a reality.
Lucha Libre, unlike it's United States
counterpart (for example, the World
Wrestling Foundation) goes beyond being
just a sport. It has a cult following and is part
of Mexican culture.

Track and field prepares for season opener
By JESSICA OLIVAREZ
The Pan American
The University of Houston Indoor Track
Meet marks the beginning of the UTPA
men and women’s track season. This
weekend’s meet is a huge stepping stone
for UTPA not only because it marks the
beginning of a new season, but because it
puts the team into a new pool of
competition.
The track team will make two stops at
some of the nation’s largest meets - the
Drake Relays in Des Moines, Iowa and
the Texas Relays in Austin. These meets
feature a variety of competition, plus Big
12 athletes.
At the Houston meet UTPA will go up
against University of Texas, Stephen F.
Austin, the University of Nevada-Las
Vegas, Rice University, Texas Christian
University and Southern Mississippi,
among others.
These big-name schools do not send
shudders down the spines of the members
of the track team, which saw its first-ever
all American, Westley Keating, emerge
last fall.
UTPA track and field head coach Ricky
Vaughn holds high expectations for his
entire team, and looks to the Houston

who are experiencing their first collegiate
track meet,” he said.
Two new women have entered the ranks
of the long distance teams, and Molnar
has a great deal of belief in their
potential.
“Katheryn Waslen and Kelly Martinez
are capable of doing extremely
well this season despite the fact
that this will be their first track
meet or race this season,”
You use the first meet
Molner said.
There are many new faces on
as a gauge of how well
the track team, along with the
an individual has
veterans, who may have what it
takes to make it to the
improved from last
qualifying meet.
On the women’s track team
season, and see what
watch out for sprinter Rowena
Hamlet, and hammer and
shape they are in...
weight thrower Amy Moses.
Long distance runner Patty
- Doug Molnar,
Villareal, who was the leader
Assistant Head Coach
during the 2002 Cross-Country
season, is expected to do well
this year, while newcomers Margeaux
do extremely well this season. Our team
McCarthy, Deanah Chavez, and Katheryn
is very excited and well-prepared for the
Waslen are also expected to perform well.
entire season,” Robinson said.
On the men side look out for sprinter
Assistant coach Doug Molnar, who is in
Rashaad Ben, high jumper Marlin Manley,
charge of the long distance runners and
and pole vaulter Jeff Martzell.
the cross country team, is excited about
All three coaches, along with
the grueling 2003 schedule. Despite the
their athletes, are anxious to see records
tough competition, Molnar believes the
be blown away.
season will prove worthwhile for both
Many of the athletes have worked hard
teams.
all year and are mentally prepared to
“We are embracing a new and exciting
season. We also have many young runners show what they are made of.

“

“

Men’s, women’s teams to
test mettle against tough
competition in Houston
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Museums are repositories of past

Photos and story by Ed Chrnko
COSTUMED CRUSADER: Venom taunts the crowd!
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For people looking to get a taste of
both sides of the Mexican-American
border, the Rio Grande Valley is an
ideal destination. Because of easy
access to border crossings, it has
become a flourishing tourist attraction.
Every year the Valley is flooded by
visitors from the North and from
Mexico. Many come to enjoy the
subtropical weather, South Padre Island
and to take advantage of the numerous
shopping hotspots. One thing they may
not be in search of is the enticing
history of the area itself.
The Valley is rich in history, and one
local museum, the Weslaco Bicultural
Museum will use the knowledge of one
local, Glen Housley, to animate the
Valley’s past.
Audrey Hazlett, acting museum
coordinator, emphasized the
importance of holding historical
programs like “Los Caminos Del RioRoads of the River,” which will be
presented on Jan. 25 for Valley natives
and winter visitors.
“These programs are extremely
important to help tell the Valley’s
history,” she said. “We have a lot of
Winter Texans who are curious about
how the Valley developed.”
History comes alive as Housley
presents his unique view of how the
area developed over the years. The
Valley’s history dates well back into
the 1700s, although most of the cities
on today’s map were incorporated after
1900, as the agricultural potential
spawned much growth.
“It’s an injustice to tell youngsters

all this stuff [history],” he said. “You
need to read it, understand it and make
up your own mind about it.”
Housley admits that his take on the
Valley’s history is one that he has come
to embrace after analyzing it and
coming to an understanding. He said
that he only tells the story through his
findings here in the RGV.
Despite his unique view on history,
he still believes it is necessary to tell
the tales of the pioneers of the Valley.
“There was no effort before to
expose youngsters to history, that’s
why we do this,” he said. “I’m not
saying it’s right or wrong, but this is
what we have found.”
In an effort to expose the younger
generations to the history of their
home, Housley and his wife put
together some of the first programs for
the museum designed to inform
children.
“The programs were started because
there was no traffic through the
museum,” he said. “So we decided to
open the museum on Saturdays and
have programs.”
Housley said that because he had
presented the idea of weekend
programs for children, he and his wife
had the opportunity to be speakers for
the presentations.
“Since it was our idea, and it was
difficult to do, we got to do it,” he
said.
The Weslaco Bicultural Museum is
not the only one that brings these
presentations to the public. The
Hidalgo County Historical Museum in
Edinburg is another venue offering a
fresh look at the local history.
“Nearly all our programs are related

Celeste Y. Tello/The Pan American

HISTORY LESSON — The Valley’s numerous museums offer glimpses of the area’s past.

to the area history,” said Jim McKone,
public information officer, and former
sports information director at the
University of Texas-Pan American.
The HCHM recently held a
“tamalada” where they taught visitors
how to make tamales, explaining why
the tamalada was significant to the
people of Mexico and how the event
made its way to the area. The UTPA
Mother-Daughter Program worked with
the museum to sponsor the event.
They are also planning one last event
before a six-month hiatus beginning on
Feb. 2, during which new exhibits will
be installed. The museum will host a
Pioneer and Ranching Crafts fair to

describe Valley ranching Feb. 1.
“The Pioneer and Ranching event
will display the unique Valley music,
food and almost unique ranching
techniques that were implemented in
the Valley,” said McKone. “We’re also
going to have ‘pan de campo’ and
‘fajitas’.”
These two museums are only a few
in a list that can be found in the Valley.
Other historical museums to look for in
the area are the Donna Hooks Fletcher
Museum, Historic Brownsville
Museum, Iwo Jima Memorial Museum,
McAllen International Museum, Rio
Grande Valley Museum and the Texas
Air Museum

New parking spaces should ease hassles
By AMELIA GARCIA
The Pan American
While parking one’s car may not be the
most enjoyable aspect of attending the
University of Texas-Pan American, school
parking officials have undertaken steps to
make the process less painstaking for students.
New student parking is available across
from what used to be the Jody Ramsey
Baseball Stadium on Van Week Road. Parking
lot T1 was opened this semester and offers 50
additional parking spaces for students with
parking permits.
According to Marvin Boland, director of
Physical Plant facilities planning and
construction, the parking was set up for the
Education Building complex that is under
construction, and is expected to be completed
by Fall 2004. Lot T1 is expected to become
reserved parking for faculty and staff in the
future, but more parking will be added for
students to compensate for the loss.
“When we get new buildings, new parking
spaces are needed nearby them,” Boland said.
“In the future, the current new parking will
change to reserved. We are not sure exactly
how it is going to be yet. The PD (University
Police department) decides what color we
paint the stripes.”
Meanwhile students are taking advantage of
the spaces. Griselda Arias, sophomore graphic
design major, uses lot T1 as her main parking
area.
“It’s (lot T1) closer to my science classes

Daniel Aguilar/The Pan American

LESS STRESS — Lot T1, on Van Week Road, has increased parking possibilities for students.

and parking is usually available here,” Arias
said. “Most of my classes are pretty close by
here and it has made things easier for me.”
Lot T1 has also been useful to Molly

Mancha, sophomore social work major, who
attends night classes. It has helped her avoid
parking in undesignated and unofficial UTPA
parking, where it it can be hazardous to park.

“I park here (lot T1) whenever I can find a
parking space,” Mancha said. “If not, then I
end up on the street where my car can get hit, I
can be mugged, or get a parking ticket. It has
helped me a lot, but we still need more parking
spaces and more lighting because when I get
out of class at (9 p.m.) it is very dark. This
parking lot doesn’t have lights at all.”
Eddie Morin, parking manager, suggests
students use parking lot P, located on the
southwest corner of Sugar Road. and Schunior
Street.
“There are about 370 spaces there, and
during the day there are about 200 spaces
available,” Morin said. “We encourage
students to use that lot. It is about a ten-minute
walk to campus, but in the long run it saves
you time. You don’t have to waste time
circling the busier parking lots and fighting
other cars.”
According to Morin, parking lot R was also
recently added to campus in late November
2002. It is located on Van Week north of where
the Jody Ramsey Baseball Stadium used to be
and provides students with 127 parking spaces
Also, night students have two advantages.
With student parking permits, after 5 p.m.
students can park in spaces with meters
without having to pay, and after 7 p.m.
students are allowed to park in reserved
parking spaces.
“We understand that we need more parking
spaces and the University is always looking to
see where we can make more parking lots,”
Morin said.
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With its Outstanding
Leadership Series, the
University of Texas-Pan
American Foundation plans
to bring outstanding leaders
to speak at the university.
However, the question is
not who the foundation plans to bring, but who
will be able to hear such leaders when they
make speeches at future events.
Last week, the UTPA Foundation was
fortunate enough to bring former New York
City Mayor Rudy Giuliani to the university.
While many university students were not able
to attend the event, many of the Valley’s
prestigious residents were. This seems like a
repeat of last year’s episode when Desert Storm
commander Norman Schwartzkopf visited the
university and few students got to see him. The
only difference this time was that students or
others interested in the event could attend, but
had to pay $600 per ticket.
According to the UTPA Foundation, money

raised from the series will help provide students
with scholarships. However, there are other
ways to raise money for scholarship funds
instead of overcharging for these events.
There must be a solution where students can
also benefit from a speaker’s address, without
paying a small fortune. Most students are not
asking for a five-star dinner, like with the
private Giuliani affair, but instead for an
opportunity to ask the speaker some questions
on current events. This usually has been
possible for the students at the University of
Texas-Austin. Feb. 12, UT students will have
the opportunity to hear former U.S. President
Bill Clinton speak, free of charge. Last fall,
noted philosopher Noam Chomsky spoke there
in front of a large crowd of students.
There are several procedures the UTPA
foundation could have taken to make it possible
for students to hear Giuliani speak. If the
university wanted to continue with the idea of
raising money for scholarships, the foundation
could have charged a small entrance fee. Six
hundred dollars is too much to pay for students
who frequently live on a tight budget. If the
foundation was unable to lower prices because

of the cost to bring Giuliani to the university,
then they could have offered a type of lottery
where students could have been chosen
randomly to attend the conference.
Whatever the case may be, it would be better
for the foundation and the student body if the
procedures used in the Outstanding Leadership
Series were revised. We are in a institution of
higher education, and with that privilege should
come the opportunity to hear such leaders
speak. For next year’s conference, the
foundation should consider students when
planning for the event.
Perhaps inviting several student groups or
classes would help students get involved in the
fundraising for the scholarship fund and help
foot the bill for bringing such outstanding
speakers to UTPA.
Such events can add prestige to the university
and in turn make UTPA a better place for future
students. But the students here today also
should have the right to learn from men like
Giuliani. Unfortunately, the only way for
students to learn from such speakers is to attend
the conferences themselves. And that costs
$600.
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Nano-tech potentials detailed

By JENNIFER TAPIA
The Pan American
After the signing of a memorandum that
will promise to bring nanotechnology closer
to the border, engineering professors from the
University of Texas-Pan American say this
newly discovered revolution will modify a
diversity of fields.
Nanotechnology, the art of manipulating
materials on an atomic or molecular scale,
will bring changes to the medical,
environmental, and communication fields.
Karen Lozano, a professor of mechanical
engineering at UTPA, says it revolutionize
several areas of study.
“When we didn’t have electricity, we didn’t
think about phones, light, or computers,” said
Lozano, who received a prestigious research
award last year from UTPA. “Now when this
starts, we can expect much more.”
To take part in this revolution, the
professors plan to submit proposals to the
National Science Foundation to receive
funding for research in nanotechnology. If
their proposal is approved, Lozano says they
will also be able to use funds hire students to
work on proposed projects.
She noted that they have requested $15
million, which will be shared by five
campuses in the 15-school University of
Texas System. This will allow professors
from other universities to take part in the
research as well, and share information.
“About 25 professors in Austin have
participated in the proposal,” said Lozano.
“Right now I am the only one here [UTPA].”
With the help of Arturo Fuentes, a
professor of mechanical engineering at
UTPA, Lozano hopes that professors from

other departments in the university will
submit proposals to increase the amount of
funding the university will get. Fuentes says
it’s important for professors from other
departments to submit proposals because the
funding will be shared by the campuses in the
University of Texas System.
“They have to contact me, I am the faculty
coordinator,” said Fuentes. “The idea is to
sign another memorandum.”

“

Say you have
something like
cancer, the
medicine will go
straight to the
cancer instead of
traveling all over
the body .

- Karen Lozano,
Professor of mechanical engineering

“
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Such technology already has impacted the
medical industry, i.e. the recent discovery of
Drug Delivery, an application that will deliver
chemicals more effectively to certain parts of
the body, Lozano said.
“The nano particles are so small, they
won’t be detected by the antibodies in your
body,” said Lozano. “Say you have
something like cancer, the medicine will go
straight to the cancer instead of traveling all
over the body.”
If the university gets funding from the NSF

or the government, Fuentes hopes students
will assist them with the research. This will
allow students to gain experience in the area
and perhaps bolster an interest in
nanotechnology.
“We have no money behind us,” said
Fuentes. “There are no students that are
working, but there will be, and that’s the
idea.”
One student is already working toward that.
Jaime Taha, a graduate student in mechanical
engineering, currently assists Lozano in
nanotechnology research. He said he is doing
a dynamic mechanical analysis, which
employs the new microtechnology.
Since the signing of the memorandum,
Rodolfo Arevalo, provost/vice president for
Academic Affairs said this area of science
will not only impact the university, but it will
also benefit manufacturing plants in the area.
Such research will bring resources to
students, faculty and the community because
it will help them understand the basic
concepts of the nano-science and be better
able to use them.
“It’s important to promote nano-science
because of the great effect,” said Arevalo.
“Because of the number of manufacturing
plants in our area, it will benefit in the
improvement of production.”
Arevalo hopes that nanotechnology study
will bring universities, faculty and students
closer together. Such a union may bring
greater progress, and better engineering
research and development. The university has
made a distinct push toward getting more area
children, and Hispanics in general, interested
in these areas, and having the latest
technologies at the local university should
help this long-term plan to succeed.
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Bronc tennis season begins; Lady Broncs resume
Men’s team begins
season against
Trinity, Texas A&M
By BRIAN CARR
The Pan American
The Bronc 2003 spring tennis
schedule begins Saturday with a
pair of games at College Station,
against Trinity and Texas A&M
University.
Trinity, a Division III school in
San Antonio, will be the Broncs’
first opponent of the season, and
head coach Todd Chapman
expects the match will go in the
Broncs favor.
“Trinity is a top Division III
team, and they usually go on to
nationals,” Chapman said.
“They have a good program,
but we’re looking to win the
match.”
A&M, currently ranked 13th in
the nation, should present the
Broncs with much more
competition.
“A & M will definitely be a
tough match,” Chapman said.
“I’m happy to be able to play
against them... and hopefully

playing our first match against
Trinity will work out some of the
first-match jitters.”
Chapman, who is confident in
his team’s ability, has not yet
completed the rotation, but is
pretty certain who will play in the
top three spots.
“The top of the roster should be
Fillip Koziell, then Tom
Mangelschots, and then Matt
Gower playing in the third
position,” he said.
Last season the Broncs defeated
Trinity 6-1 but fell to the Aggies
0-7, in early season play. Last
spring the team was 10-8 in
spring matches.

Women’s tennis
The women’s tennis team,
which fell 7-0 to SMU in their
spring season opener, will travel
to Beaumont Friday to compete
against Alcorn State and Lamar
before completing a three-game,
two-day schedule at the
University of Houston.
The Lady Broncs, who had only
one singles competitor - freshman
Laura Boskovich - win more than
one match and no doubles
victories, spent the week working

on mistakes they made in their
opening match.
“We played good tennis against
SMU,” head coach Todd
Chapman said. “We missed some
easy shots against opponents who
don’t give away many
opportunities. So we spent the
week working on footwork and
finishing points.”
According to Chapman, both
Alcorn State and Lamar will be
much more even talent-wise, and
he anticipates good matchups.
Joining the team for this trip
will be junior Jessica Brown, who
missed the first match due to
conflicts with her school
schedule. Chapman hopes the
additional firepower will help his
squad’s chances.
“When you play three matches
in two days, you want as many
healthy players as you can have,”
Chapman said. “That way if
someone gets hurt or isn’t playing
well, you can make changes in the
lineup. I expect that Jessica will
add a lot of depth to the roster.”
Last spring the Lady Broncs
defeated Lamar 6-1, but lost to
Houston 7-0. They did not
compete against Alcorn St. in
2002.

Photos by Daniel Aguliar/The Pan American

PRACTICE: Junior Tom Mangelschots warms up during practice last week.

Baseball set to open season with weekend action
Opener against
Southwest Texas
State Feb. 1
By BRIAN CARR
The Pan American
The UTPA Bronc baseball
season will begin next weekend
with the Broncs hosting three
games at the Edinburg Baseball
Stadium. The season opener,
Saturday, Feb. 1 against
Southwest Texas State, will be
bookended by the completion of
the Edinburg 21st Annual AllAmerica City 10K Run/Walk and
a firework extravaganza which
will immediately follow the game.
For the Broncs, who had more
success at home than on the road
last season, Feb. 1’s opener
against the Bobcats will mark the
first of seven consecutive home
games to be played over the span
of four days in the beginning of
February.
New head coach Willie Gawlik
hopes to use these home games to
jump start the 2003 season. The
team has gone 27-78 the past two
seasons.
“The more games you have at
home the better the chances you
have of a good season,” Gawlik
said. “ It’s never that easy to win a
game on the road. If I had my way
we could play all of our games at
home.”
Last season the Bobcats and
Broncs opened with two games at
the Edinburg Baseball Stadium,
with SWT picking up both

victories.
Since Gawlik has taken over as
head coach he has implemented
some changes that might
strengthen the Broncs chances for
having a strong season.
“Last season we had no pitching
depth,” he said. “We still don’t
have the pitching depth that we
would like to have in the
roster, but we’re definitely
headed in that
direction.”
Gawlik, who is
used to having at
least 15
pitchers on his
roster, is
limited this
year to a
total of 10,
including
two
outfielders
who
double as
pitchers.
The team
earned run
average was
over 7.00 last
year
In the
offseason, Gawlik
and the Broncs
signed four pitchers to
their program, but only
one of those players,
freshman Jason Duhon, will be
eligible to appear on the 2003
roster.
Duhon is the only player of six
acquired since the 2002 season
ended who will participate this
year. But Gawlik is looking to

strengthen UTPA baseball over a
span of many years, and produce
long-term results.
“Any time you a have a
coaching change there is a change
of philosophy, strategy and
different terminology,” said
Gawlik, who replaces Reggie

Tredaway. “It takes time to get a
team to understand the different
ways a coach works and to learn
the new terminology, but so far
the team is doing an excellent job

of adapting.”
This easy adaptation might be
due to the fact that the Broncs are
an extremely young team this
year, with twice as many freshman
as seniors on the roster.
Gawlik hopes to transform his
squad into a quick team with
strong defense, with an offense
which relies mainly on “small
ball.” or base hits rather than
home run power.
“Barry Bonds wouldn’t
want to play [at Edinburg
Baseball Stadium],”
Gawlik said. “It’s a big
field that has a 17foot wall, and a
wind that blows
toward the infield.
Power hitting is
pretty much out,
so we try to rely
on great base hit
situations, and
make something
happen with it.”
Luckily, for the
Broncs, these same
conditions apply to
the teams who travel
to face UTPA at the
Edinburg Baseball
stadium.
Last season the Bobcats’
had three players who had
double-digit home-run figures,
and their team hit a combined 70
homers - the Broncs only put 16
over the fence.
Two of the Bobcats biggest
sluggers are returning for the 2003
season, however Mark Younk who was third in homers and
fourth in batting average -

graduated during the offseason.
The Broncs, who have a limited
number of returners, will have to
rely on their younger players to
step up their game - and their
combined batting average.
Last season the Broncs hit a
combined .259, a statistic coach
Gawlik isn’t entirely pleased with.
“We should have a lot more
guys batting .350,” he said. “ A lot
of our numbers last year weren’t
there, or they were misleading.”
One number that is not
misleading is the 10-13 home
record that the Broncs established
for themselves last season.
Although not an entirely strong
statistic, it will be a great
foundation to build upon assuming the Broncs can maintain
their strength at home.
Luckily for the Broncs the bulk
of their home schedule is in the
first half of the baseball season,
and hopefully UTPA can take
advantage of these home games to
quickly strengthen its record.
The second half of the season is
generally reserved for interconference competition. But the
Broncs,who do not belong to a
conference, will spend that portion
of the calender traveling to pick
up games.
Although Gawlik admits that
being in a conference would be
good for the team’s chances at
success, he also realizes that it
doesn’t take being in a conference
to be successful.
When Gawlik played for the
Broncs (1971) the school did not
belong to a conference, and this
team finished fourth in the nation.
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VOICE
What are
your plans
this Super
Bowl
Sunday?

Toothless Judgment

Page 4
Hockey great Theo
Fleury is being investigated for his
alleged involvement
in an incident outside
an Ohio strip club
Sunday morning.
Fleury, who missed
the first 25 games of
the season due to an
after-care violation,
might face further
consequences,
including a sixmonth pay suspension, for getting
drunk and fighting
with the bouncers of
Ohio strip club, Pure
Platinum. Jim
Jenkins, Fleury’s
friend who was hired
by the Chicago
Blackhawks to
“spend every waking
moment with Fleury”
was not at Pure
Platinum at the time
of the altercation.

MLB

CAMPUS

■
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D-ING UP: Senior Kevin Mitchell plays defense against a Southern University player Wednesday night. The Broncs won the game 71-61.

Broncs topple Jaguars, improve to 5-16
UTPA erases ninegame losing streak
with 71-61 win

Pete Rose has indicated
that he is willing to
admit on betting on
baseball. The all-time hit
king, who should have
been a shoe-in for the
hall of fame, was banned
from the game for
allegedly betting against
the Cincinnati Reds
while being a playing
manager for the team.
Baseball Commissioner
Bud Selig has been considering a reinstatement
of Rose, which would
make him elligible for
Hall of Fame induction in
the year 2004.
For the past 13 years
Rose has denied ever
placing bets against his
team, but his recent
possible admission suggests otherwise.

By ED CHRNKO
The Pan American
The University of Texas-Pan
American men’s basketball team
broke a 9-game losing streak
Wednesday, putting away the
Southern University Jaguars for the
second time this season, 71-61, on
the strength of Lithuanian center
Tomas Sitnikovas’ season-high 21

points.
In addition to Sitnikovas’ 21points, three other Bronc players
scored in double-digits to help lead
UTPA to its first victory since Dec.
19, a 65-59 win over the same Jag
team. The team’s record improved
to 5-16 while Southern drops to 310.
The Broncs, playing only their
fifth home game of the season,
started off a little shaky for the first
four minutes of the game when the
Jaguar defense pressured UTPA into
running the shot clock dangerously
low on several possessions.
Southern took a 16-10 lead with

11:22 to play in the first half, but
the Broncs slowly chipped away at
the Jag lead. Derrick East hit a
three-pointer with 7:27 left in the
half to give UTPA its first lead of
the game, 25-24.
The Broncs took a 10-point at 3828 lead with 1:54 left on a Delvis
Díaz field goal, his fourth of the
half. Díaz racked up a season-high
14 points and UTPA hit 80 percent
of 3-point attempts to overtake
Southern and go into the
intermission leading 39-32.
During halftime, the crowd was
charged up by the high-flying aerial
acrobatics of the High Impact slam-

dunk squad, whose colorful head-totoe uniforms would make Mexican
lucha libre wrestlers envious.
In the second half, the Jaguars
clawed their way back into the game
with 12:40 left to play when
Southern guard Victor Tarver made
1 of 2 free throws to bring the Jags
within one point, 49-48. But that’s
as close as they would get.
The Broncs outscored the Jags
18-4 in a nine-minute span to take a
commanding 67-53 lead with 3:45
to go. Sitnikovas led the Bronc
assault by scoring 10 of UTPA's 18
points during the run.

See HOOPS page 13

WEEKLY SCHEDULE
THURSDAY
Men’s
basketball
Women’s
basketball
Men’s
tennis
Women’s
tennis

FRIDAY

SATURDAY
vs. TAMUCC
7 p.m.

at Ark-Little Rock
7 p.m

at TAMUCC
7 p.m.
Trinity 10 a.m.
at TAMU 1:30 p.m.
at Alcorn State
4:30 p.m.

at Lamar 8:30 a.m.
at Houston 3 p.m.

SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY
at Oral Roberts
7:05 p.m.

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY
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Tank relevance
is revelation

Blood Need

United Blood
Services needs your
help! A critical
shortage of blood
has led to an
emergency appeal
for donors.
UBS will be on
campus today until
5 p.m. in the
Library Lobby, and
Friday from 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m. in the
Student Union. Tshirts will be given
to all donors.
For more
information, page
Jennifer Lopez of
UBS at 971-2631.
■

Out of your
price range?
I

n the wake of
Rudolph Giuliani’s
visit to campus last
week, the complaints
about the high price of
admission to his speech
on Thursday have been
consistent.
The former New York
City mayor will soon
travel to Mexico City,
where his cleanup
abilities will be sorely
tested by that complex
city of 18 million people.
Here at the University
of Texas-Pan American,
the cleanup after his
exclusive address is
ongoing. Pan American
reporter Jennifer Tapia
discusses student access
to guest speakers in an
editorial on Page 2.

Local Invite

All students are
invited to attend a
Silver-Tongued
Orators Society
meeting Tuesday,
Jan. 28 at noon in
COAS room 177.
The Silver-Tongued
Orators Society
brings together
students who are
interested in
Communication
Studies.
This year’s
activities will
include guest
speakers, attending
conferences,
community service
activities, as well
as many other
events. For those
wanting to join the
Silver-Tongued
Orators Society,
$10 semester dues
will be due at this
meeting.
For more
information contact
Liz Parker at (956)
318-1356.

GOOD GAME
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MONEY SAVER— A thermal storage system under construction on Van Week
Road will make UTPA air-conditioning a cost-effective reality.

By HILDA BARRIENTES
The Pan American
Ever wonder what that big dome
on Van Week Road is, the one by
the Edinburg Baseball Stadium?
Well it is not a dome or a
building. But it will save the
university thousands of dollars per
year.
Because of the University of
Texas-Pan American’s fast
growing rate, the UTPA Central
Utility Plant looked for a new way
to increase air conditioning
capacity and came up with the
thermal storage system. And the
supposed dome, actually a storage
tank, makes it possible.
“Thermal storage is an old
technology, its been around for
years,” Engineering Services
Manager John Patton said. “But
it’s an appealing and cost effective
technology.”
According to Marvin Boland,

director of Facilities-Plant
Construction, the water in the
thermal storage tank, which is
chilled, will be piped around the
university to cool the campus.
Then it will come back to the
thermal storage tank to be chilled
at night by electricity driven
chillers so it can be ready to be
reused the next day. The process
will help ease electricity bills for
UTPA, which now has an
enrollment of 14,300.
“We will save an estimated
$135,000 a year on electric costs,”
Patton said, adding that even
though the thermal storage is great
at cost efficiency and cooling, it
has one major draw back. He said
thermal water tanks can look out
of place. Or like domes.
“The obstacle was that the tank
is going to stick out like a sore
thumb,” mechanical engineer
David Ortega said.
Boland was bothered with the

See TANK page 4
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